CHESTER & NORTH WALES CAT CLUB – 8.8.2009 – MRS ANNE GREGORY
A very enjoyable show with some beautiful cats to judge, I would like to thank Chris and Peter for the kind invitation and excellent hospitality. My steward, Sheryl Edwards was a great help to me and excellent company too; I do hope we can work together again soon.

AC PERSIAN GRAND PREMIER, MALE – A LOVELY CLASS OF QUALITY CATS!
1 IGP BOYES’ GR CH & GR PR JERVO BLACKICE, 1, MN, 29.7.2003

A mature, solid and balanced cat of excellent type with a beautifully presented glossy black coat; his head was round and massive with excellent breadth to the skull. The ears were small, rounded at the tips, well furnished and set wide apart and low in the rounded contours of the head. The forehead was rounded and the cheeks full. He had a short, broad nose with a stop and full leather and nostrils. His muzzle was full with breadth at the jaw line and a strong chin. The eyes were large, full and round with a bold expression. The colour appeared yellow, but the hall lighting was not good. Excellent size to the body with a broad, deep chest and breadth to the shoulders and rump. He stood low on short, thick, strong legs with large, round, well tufted paws. He had a short, bushy tail that was well proportioned to the body. Excellent coat quality; it was long and thick with a fine texture. It felt soft and was a dense, virtually sound black with no hint of rustiness or shading. His full frill framed the face and impressive for the season. His condition was superb and temperament excellent. A cat well worthy of this highest award.
RES: CARR’S GR PR BESSJET RAY OF SUNSHINE, 4, MN, 11.6.2004
Another handsome and balanced cat with type and substance, he had excellent size, weight and muscle tone. The head showed breadth of skull; it was round and massive with neat little ears, rounded at the tips and well furnished, set well apart and low in the rounded contours of the head. His cheeks were full as was his muzzle. The forehead was rounded and he had a short, broad nose with a stop and a full leather and nostrils. The bite was good and the chin strong. His eyes were large, full and round; they were set well apart and a good orange tone. His expression was bold and confident. The body was cobby and strong with very good chest, shoulders and rump. The legs were short, sturdy and strong with large, round, tufted paws. The tail was short and bushy, giving overall proportion. His coat was of excellent quality being long, thick, soft and fine. He was a rich red, virtually sound and even in colour with minimal shading. Lovely frill developing well. He was beautifully presented in excellent condition and had a delightful temperament.
AC PERSIAN GRAND PREMIER, FEMALE

1 IGP BRIDGES’ GR PR HIGHSPOT GELLIBABY, 6F, FN, 7.10.2006

I was really impressed with this cream smoke female; she was so beautiful and had the most gorgeous, expressive copper eyes. She was also showing superb contrast, a truly pale, powdery cream with a pale silver undercoat. Her head was broad and round with breadth between her small, tufted ears. She had width at the muzzle and a good chin. In profile the forehead was rounded and she had a snub nose with a full pink leather. As mentioned above, her eyes were an excellent colour; they were large and round with a very pleasing expression. The body was cobby, a good size but not coarse and she stood low on short, thick legs. The tail was short and bushy; it balanced well. The coat is coming back into its best; it was a good length and dense with a silky texture and a frill developing well. She was confident, feminine and presented in superb condition. I was so pleased to learn later that this was her fifth Imperial Certificate – many congratulations on a well deserved win!
AOV SLH CHAMPION, MALE

1 GCC EDWARDS CH DARKTOWER INDIGO, 64 16, M, 25.6.2008

A young male of excellent type, size and substance who was a delight to judge; he really did look like a proud, alert hunter but had the temperament of a sweet pussycat! The head was of medium length with the width slightly less than the length giving a balanced rectangular appearance and a broad, square muzzle. The cheeks were fairly full with high cheek bones. The nose was of uniform width with a shallow, concave curve at the bridge. Lovely firm chin to balance that muzzle. The ears were large, set high and held tall. They were broad at the base and had excellent tufted tips. Although they were set high, there was good breadth and strength to the head.  The eyes were full and round; they were spaced well apart and had a slightly oblique setting. He had a moderately long neck that was thick and muscular. The body was a good size, solid and muscular. There was breadth to the chest, strength to the shoulders and a square rump. Excellent muscle tone and substantial boning made him appear strong and masculine. He had strong legs with large, round paws and an excellent tail to balance. He was wearing his summer coat, but you could see the more substantial top coat coming through well. The ruff was developing too. I think it is hard for a blue self to compete with the tabbies in the Maine Coon classes and I felt, for this reason too, this male was particularly impressive.
RES: GRANT’S CH NOYNAROCK ZACK, 67 31A, M, 21.6.2007

I really liked the type and expression of this Norwegian male; he is large with substantial boning but also has elegance and style. The head was masculine and formed an equilateral triangle. The profile was long and straight and he had the depth of chin to balance. The forehead was slightly rounded and the ears were large, set high but with good width between them. They were wide and open at the base, following the lines of the head; they were well furnished with tufts and long hair. He has superb eyes, large, oval and well opened; they have an oblique setting and he has a proud, alert expression. He was large and strongly built with a long, muscular body and solid muscular feel. He is deep in the chest and has a powerful neck. He stood high with strong legs and large, round, tufted paws. The tail was a good length to balance. He has a summer coat so today I had to penalise him for needing more undercoat, ruff and knickerbockers – when that comes through he will be magnificent.
AOV SLH CHAMPION, FEMALE

1 GCC W/H BULLIVANT’S CH DESTINY SILVER ZE SVOBODY, 63s, F, 20.10.2005

This was an elegant female with a pleasing, clear, clean silver coat but, for me, there were issues with the head type that affected the necessary Somali expression and smile. She had a medium wedge but the muzzle was too fine so although there was the shallow indentation, there was not the more generous curve that gives the smile. The contours needed to be gentler to give softer lines to the wedge. The profile was too straight; it lacked the essential slight break at the bridge but there was a slight bump to the tip. The ears were set reasonably well apart but they need to be broader at the base and more cupped. The eyes were large, almond shaped with an oblique setting and fairly well apart. She had a firm, lithe body with excellent muscle tone and long legs with oval, tufted paws. The tail was a good length, broad at the base and tapering slightly. It formed a full brush. The coat was of excellent quality; it was soft and fine, lay flat along the spine and was a clear silver with well defined black ticking. Attractive facial markings. She was lacking ruff and knickers which made her look “exposed”. She was in excellent condition; has an excellent temperament but not of “Grand” quality, in my opinion.
AC SELKIRK REX CHAMPION, MALE

1 GCC HAZEL’S CH WYREWOOD CONQUEROR, 79S 15, M, 6.7.2007

A mature, masculine Selkirk with excellent breadth and balance to the head, the underlying bone structure was well rounded and he had full cheeks. The ears were of medium size, broad at the base and set well apart in the head contours. The forehead was rounded and the nose short, broad and straight with a downward slant when viewed in profile. The muzzle was of medium width and well padded to give a rectangular appearance with smart curly whiskers. It was clearly visible beyond the cheeks when viewed in profile. Level bite and lovely firm, well developed chin. Very expressive eyes that were large, round, well-opened and set well apart. The body was solid and muscular, of cobby type and rectangular rather than square. He had excellent breadth to the shoulders and rump. His legs were of medium length, well boned with large, round paws. The tail was thick and of medium length with a rounded tip. He was wearing his summer coat but had been beautifully prepared and presented. The length was fairly uniform with loose, soft curls around the neck, stomach and tail His back is beginning to come back after the summer moult and his glossy black waves extended to his toes and the tip of his tail. He is in excellent condition and I just love his gentle, relaxed, confident temperament.
AC BRITISH, MANX OR SELKIRK REX GRAND PREMIER

1 IGP/NA GRIFFITHS’ UK GR PR CADFAEL CAI, 15, MN, 12.6.1999

This was a handsome cat of excellent type though he did tend to pinch his muzzle. The head had breadth and balance with neat, round tipped ears set well apart in the contours of the head. Expressive eyes that were full and round. They appeared a little pale, but the hall lighting was not good. Strong and muscular with a cobby body and very good legs and tail. The coat was virtually sound and a lovely, glossy, dense black. However, he had a completely bald “collar” around his neck with no fur apparent at all. This was such a pity, as I could not award an Imperial Certificate to a cat with this problem. Please do not put a collar onto a show cat and avoid “Flea Collars” at all costs – I once, many years ago used one on a British Blue neuter of mine who used to hunt in the local woods. She lost fur and had skin problems similar to that seen on your cat; I was advised by my vet how dangerous they could be.
BLUE POINT SIAMESE KITTEN, MALE

1 WHITING’S THOWRA ANGELO, 24A, M, 7.1.2009

This was a solid, muscular kitten but still with elegance. He had a medium wedge with a good profile although there was a very slight depression to the forehead. The ears were reasonably large and set well apart. The eyes were marginally full but had an oriental setting and were a good blue. He had a slight muzzle pinch but good chin. The body was moderately long and muscular with fine legs and oval paws. The tail was slightly thick at the base and could be a little longer for balance. His coat was in excellent condition, short and close-lying. The points were a dark blue and there was some shading to the body although it toned with the points. Excellent condition and temperament.
BLUE POINT SIAMESE KITTEN, FEMALE

1 + BOB WEBSTER’S NANPEMA TANZANITE-IN-BLUE, 24A, F, 13.2.2009

This was a pleasing and elegant female with style and excellent head carriage. The wedge was even and balanced with large ears set well apart. She had a good, straight profile and the chin had depth. The eyes were set well apart in an oriental setting. The colour was good and the expression haughty. Her long neck gave her the stance! Long, muscular body with long fine legs and a long whip tail. The coat was short, fine and close-lying. Her points were a medium blue and there was excellent contrast to the glacial body. Excellent condition and temperament.
CHOCOLATE POINT SIAMESE NEUTER

1 PR/WH HARRISON’S OWAISSA OZIMANDIUS, 24B, MN, 18.1.2007

I was sorry to withhold the Premier Certificate on this male but I felt he was not of the standard required for the award. He was of fair type, expression and balance. The head was long with insufficient width between his large ears to balance the length, it formed an isosceles triangle. The muzzle was pinched and the profile had a dip. The chin sloped away and the scissor bite was marginally overshot. The body was a good length, firm and muscular. He had long legs with neat oval paws. The tail was a good length but thick at the base. The coat was reasonably short and close-lying. The points were a dark, cold chocolate and the mask was spoiled by spectacles. There was contrast to the body and he was shown in excellent condition.
LILAC POINT SIAMESE NEUTER

BOB CANEY’S GR CH & PR MERRYTAIL MYHINENI, 24C, MN, 6.2.2007

This boy was rather shy but I liked his type, colour and balance.
CARAMEL POINT SIAMESE NEUTER

1 PR + BOB GREEN’S BELROO PEPPIEMINT, 24N, MN, 24.8.2008
This boy was long and elegant but I would have liked more width between the large ears. The eyes were of oriental shape and set and a good depth of blue. The profile was virtually straight and the chin had depth. There were even lines to the wedge. Long, muscular body with long, fine legs and oval paws. Long whip tail to balance. It was difficult to assess the caramel points in the poor hall light as they appeared rather blue although there was a distinct metallic sheen on the outside edges of the front paws. Excellent contrast to the body and the coat was short and close-lying. Excellent condition and temperament.

I did have some very pleasing cats and kittens in my Miscellaneous classes. If exhibitors would like to know my opinion of their cat, please contact me at annesmail@blueyonder.co.uk and I will sent my critique.
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