
SEMI-LONGHAIR CAT ASSOCIATION – 20.3.2010 – MRS ANNE GREGORY
A very enjoyable show that was so well organised and smooth running; I would like to thank Di Taylor, Mandy Symonds and their team for the kind invitation and warm hospitality. I had an excellent day in the capable hands of Val Anderson as my steward; she loves all the cats and is superb company too.

SUPERSTARS

What a fantastic start to a day's judging; I had Felicity McKenzie stewarding for me at this point and we thoroughly enjoyed meeting our four Superstars. The quality was, of course, exceptional and they were all presented to perfection; I had a very difficult time, but in the end decided to go for star quality and showmanship as the type, coat, pattern etc was a given tip top standard.

My first Superstar was ABBOTT'S GRAND CHAMPION & UK & IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER BEAUMARIS ANGELICA, 63A, FN, 6.11.1997. This senior lady was revelling in all the attention; she obviously enjoyed being at a show, basking in the admiration she received as her due. She really does epitomise a "show cat" – looking great in this, her thirteenth year with her beautiful sorrel coat groomed to the last hair and showing well defined ticking. She has a wonderful Somali smile and adored being judged; she purred and chirruped with her paws playing the piano! She did NOT want to go back in her pen but eventually agreed to do so, promptly rolling on her back with her paws in the air, still flexing as she smiled and purred!
The second Superstar was another Somali, BULLIVANTS' UK & IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER BARANCHRI TICKETY BOO, 63, MN, 19.2.2002. He was an excellent example of a top quality Usual with a rich golden coat that was gleaming with health and showing lovely contrast between the ticking and the ground. He had a wonderful smile and greeted us with a loud purr, walking out of his pen to be assessed. I thought he was so handsome and really very charming with a wonderful personality, showing off his quality and style. He assured us all was "Tickety Boo" in his world!
My third Superstar was ENSOR'S IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER KHATIJEM LALIQUE, 13C4, MN, 8.5.2004. Lalique had all the quality and style of the artist he was named after – his Birman type was exquisite and his silken coat groomed to perfection. His lilac points were a beautiful frosty pinkish grey and his magnolia body a clear contrast. He was dressed to impress with snowy gloves, socks and gauntlets! He had a soft, gentle expression in his deep but brilliant blue eyes. His manner was a little more reserved than the Somalis but he was a delight to judge.
The fourth Superstar in my line-up was a stunning Maine Coon; RABEY'S SUPREME UK & IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER DAIRYMAINE SARNIA CHERIE, 64 20e, FN, 27.3.2004. She has had a glittering show career and looked absolutely beautiful with such a bright tortie-tabby pattern and groomed to perfection. Her type is magnificent and she has the size, substance and muscle demanded of this breed. Sadly she seemed a little nervous and unwilling to come out and be judged on the day but nevertheless it was a great privilege to handle such a beautiful and dignified lady.
AV SLH GRAND CHAMPION, MALE

1 IGC BARLETTA'S UK & IMPERIAL GRAND CHAMPION COONTASTIC LUIGI, 64 31FTS, M, 23.5.2004

An extremely handsome male of exceptional type and quality who has such a wonderful "presence" and temperament; his head is of medium length with a firm, square muzzle and an excellent profile. His ears are large, well furnished and tufted; although he is a mature male with breadth of head, they are still set high giving him an alert look. The eyes were full and round with an oblique setting. His neck was fairly long, thick and muscular. His body was long with substantial legs and large, tufted paws. He had excellent breadth of chest and a square rump. His tail was long, wide at the base tapering towards the tip and was well furnished. His coat was of excellent quality with a frontal ruff, shorter fur on the head, neck and shoulders and shaggy at the breeches and belly. The undercoat has developed well and it was covered by a substantial glossy top coat. His pattern was a little diffuse but the cream was a good tone with a clear silver base. He was shown to perfection in excellent condition and had a superb temperament.
RES: GARDINOR'S GRAND CHAMPION PANJANDRUM FUEGO, 13C5, M, 13.8.2000

A very handsome and balanced Birman of excellent type and expression; his head was broad with strength of skull and rounded contours. His ears were medium in size and set well apart in the rounded contours. He had full cheeks and a well developed muzzle. The chin could be fuller for perfection. His eyes were large, almost round and a lovely shade of blue. His nose was of medium length with a slight bump. His body was of excellent length with a solid, muscular feel. He had excellent substance. The legs were strong and of medium length with short, strong paws. His tail was of medium length and bushy. His coat was presented in excellent condition; it was long and silky with an excellent ruff to frame the face. The points were a bright red with excellent contrast to the pale, creamy body. His gloves, socks and gauntlets were pristine and well shaped. 
CHOCOLATE & LILAC BIRMAN NEUTER

1 PR + BOB BROTHERTON'S DEENLAY SHWEDAGON, 13C4, MN, 6.4.2009

A young male who was not particularly happy to be judged! He looked a little immature but had strong muscle tone, promising boning and pleasing type for his age. His head is developing well showing breadth to the skull and well placed ears of medium size. His cheeks were full and the muzzle reasonable. His eyes were very beautiful; large, almost round and really expressive. The colour was an excellent deep blue. He had an excellent profile showing a slight dip and there was depth to the chin. His body was long with good legs and a bushy tail that balanced well. His coat was beautifully prepared and presented; it was silken and a good length with a ruff to frame the face. His points were a good lilac tone with excellent contrast to the magnolia body. The gloves and gauntlets were well shaped and snowy. He was in excellent condition.
AC BI-COLOUR RAGDOLL NEUTER
I considered exhibit 98 for the BOB award but felt he was rather plump which made his head appear small in relation to his body, spoiling the overall balance.

1 PR + BOB FITTEN'S FINEARTE MYSTIC MERLIN, 66 31A, MN, 11.7.2008

A handsome and balanced cat of excellent type; his head was broad with width between the ears. His cheeks were well developed as was his rounded muzzle. The ears were medium in size and tilted forward slightly. The profile was good with a gentle dip and the chin was firm. His eyes were excellent; they were large, set slightly oblique, well apart and well opened. The blue was a brilliant tone and he had a lovely expression. His body was long and muscular with medium legs that were well boned and large, round, tufted paws. His neck was short and he had lovely breadth of chest. The tail was long and bushy; it balanced well. The coat was beautifully presented; it was silky and dense with a good ruff and knickerbockers. The markings were excellent too. He was presented in excellent condition and had a superb temperament.
USUAL SOMALI NEUTER, MALE

BOB STABLES' IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER MERLIESIN CAISEAL BEAG, 63, MN, 26.10.2003

A very handsome and imposing Usual with exceptional type and a lovely smiling expression; his soft, fine coat was of excellent quality and his ticking well defined against the rich apricot ground.
USUAL SOMALI NEUTER, FEMALE

1 PR HACK'S CHAMPION & GRAND PREMIER SUPATOFT BRIOCHE, 63, FN, 7.10.2003

A very pretty female of excellent type who was so feminine and had such a sweet, smiling expression; her head formed a moderate wedge with gently curving contours and her large ears were broad at the base, well cupped and set well apart on the head. Her eyes were of almond shape, set slightly oblique and very expressive. She had a slight nose break and a reasonably firm chin. Her body was lithe and muscular, of medium length with a level back. Her legs were long with oval paws that were well tufted. She had a super tail, long and well furnished to form a full brush. She had a soft, fine, dense coat that lay smoothly along the spine. She had an attractive ruff and full apricot breeches above those long, black heels. Her facial markings were well defined and very attractive and the ticking very clearly defined. She was rather shy but very sweet natured and shown in excellent condition.
AOC SOMALI NEUTER, MALE

I did consider exhibit 172 for the BOB award, but he was not very happy to be handled and I thought his base colour was a little cool on his back. He had excellent type and was presented beautifully.
BOB MELIA'S CHAMPION & GRAND PREMIER ADMILSH ASTROKINI NEXUS, 63B, MN, 14.4.2000

This chocolate Somali has excellent type and was very handsome. He has a real Somali smile and a wonderful expression. His chocolate is rich and dark, contrasting well with the apricot base. Perhaps he could have had a little more preparation as his coat was beginning to separate?
AOC SOMALI NEUTER, FEMALE

1 PR STABLES' IMPERIAL GRAND CHAMPION & GRAND PREMIER CANONNA MERLIESIN MELODY, 63B, FN, 15.7.1999. A very attractive and balanced female of exceptional type and quality; her head formed a medium wedge with breadth at the cheeks and a generous muzzle well defined with indentations. Her eyes were large, almond shape with a slight oblique setting and a wonderfully soft, gentle expression. There was a slight break in the profile and she had a good chin. Her ears were large, well cupped and set well apart. She had a muscular body with very good legs and tail. She had very good breeches but I would have liked a little more ruff. Her coat was soft and fine. It was a good apricot ticked and marked with rich dark chocolate. She was shown in excellent condition and had a wonderful temperament.
2 JONES' PREMIER ADTRESH HALI, 63C, FN, 9.6.2003

A pretty Somali with a lovely smiling expression; she had good type and her moderate wedge had gently curving contours with shallow indentations forming the muzzle. Her ears were large and well set; they were well cupped and had small tufts. Her eyes were large, almond shaped and set obliquely. There was a slight nose break but the chin could be stronger. She had a very good body, legs and tail. She was a little short on coat but it was soft and fine. The fur was a little sparse on the tail. The blue was a lovely tone and the ticking well defined but the base coat was cool in tone on her back. She was shown in excellent condition and had a lovely temperament.
I was privileged to select the Best Somali in Show:

My Best Adult was Emma Watts' IMPERIAL GRAND CHAMPION BRIZLINCOAT TOOMAI, 63, F, 4.9.2003

My Best Kitten was Barbara Pointing's BRIZLINCOAT BLUE CHANTRELL, 63C, F, 11.9.2009
My Best Neuter was Dot & Gordon Stables' IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER MERLIESIN CAISEAL BEAG, 63, MN, 26.10.2003

Three wonderful Somalis reflecting all that is the best in our wonderful breed, but the Somali that stole my heart to become BEST SOMALI EXHIBIT 2010 was – 

BARBARA POINTING'S BRIZLINCOAT BLUE CHANTRELL, 63C, F, 11.9.2009 
Sire: Imperial Grand Champion Brizlincoat Beau Geste – Dam: Brizlincoat Sioux

Breeder – Mrs Di Taylor
Very many congratulations to her owner and her breeder – I think she is so beautiful and think she has a promising future.
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