THE SOUTHERN BRITISH SHORTHAIR CAT CLUB – 6.3.2010 – MRS ANNE GREGORY
A busy, friendly show in a lovely venue with excellent daylight and, on the day, brilliant sunshine too! Of course, with that lighting there was no mistaking the depth of colour in the eyes or the amount of silver tipping to be found on a blue coat, so it was cruel to some cats!

I must thank Shelagh and Kit for a very enjoyable day and my excellent steward, Sharon Frost, for stepping in at the last moment. She was great company and had a very good rapport with the cats. I look forward to working with her again. I must also congratulate the caterers on the excellent lunch. AC BRITISH, MANX OR SELKIRK REX GRAND CHAMPION, MALE
A disappointing start to the day!

1 IGC/WH KRAUSE'S GRAND CHAMPION ADFURSH BLUE TYCHO, 16, M, 2.4.2004

This male's head looked good when he was in the pen; the skull had breadth with a round face and full cheeks. The ears were reasonably neat, rounded at the tips and set well apart in the contours of the head. His eyes were large, round, expressive and a good orange tone. His cheeks were full. The nose was short, broad and straight. Sadly the chin was very weak and ruined the overall balance of the head when he was judged. He had cobby body type with solid muscle tone and good boning. He stood low on short, strong legs with round paws. His tail was fairly thick, balanced for length and rounded at the tip. The coat was short, dense, fairly crisp and virtually sound. I regret I could not give this prestigious award to a cat with such a weak chin. He was shown in excellent condition and had a calm, confident temperament.
2 POTTER'S GRAND CHAMPION PAMPURRED PABLO HONEY, 31F, M, 20.4.2006
This boy had good type but looked rather immature for a male who is coming up to four years old. His ears were rounded at the tips but too large for the head and stood out prominently rather than fitting neatly into the head contours. The nose was short and broad and the chin had depth. My main concern with this boy was his eyes; they were rather deep set with a straight line across the top under a heavy brow; they appeared almond in shape. The colour was a deep orange. He did not have that typical "British" open, round-eyed expression that is so important for the breed. The body was cobby and well muscled with good legs and tail. His coat was short and dense; the cream was pale and reasonably sound and the white immaculate. There was just over a third white ratio to the cream. He was shown in excellent condition and had an excellent temperament too.
AC BRITISH, MANX OR SELKIRK REX GRAND CHAMPION, FEMALE

1 IGC McEWENS' GRAND CHAMPION BARRATINI PEARL N LACE, 39, F, 20.8.2005

A very beautiful female of excellent type and quality; she was really relaxed and confident so showed herself to great advantage. Her skull was broad with a round face and full cheeks; her neat little ears were rounded at the tips and they were set wide apart, fitting well into the rounded contours of the head. Her nose was short, broad and straight and her chin had depth. Her eyes were large, round and particularly expressive. The colour was a brilliant green and her expression was enhanced by her black eye-liner. The nose leather was brick red outlined with black. Her body was compact and muscular yet very feminine. She was solid and stood low on strong, sturdy legs with round paws. The tail was thick, rounded at the tip and a balanced length. Her coat was reasonably short, dense and had a good crisp feel to it. The undercoat was a beautiful silvery white and her ears, head, back, flanks and tail were evenly tipped with black giving the required sparkling effect. Her paw pads were black. She looked stunning in the sunshine and she knew it! I was delighted to see she was later Best Adult in Show – a well deserved honour.
AC SELKIRK REX PREMIER, MALE

1 GPR NICHOLS' PREMIER CURLU NEO, 79S 15D, MN, 19.4.2008

A mature, handsome Selkirk of excellent type and quality; the head was broad with rounded contours and full cheeks. His ears were of medium size, broad at the base and set well apart in the contours of the head. His eyes were large, round and well-opened; they were set wide apart and very expressive. His nose was short, broad and straight with a downward slant when viewed in profile. The muzzle was of medium width and rectangular; it was clearly visible beyond his round cheeks when viewed in profile. The chin was firm. He had an excellent cobby body that was strong and muscular with a level back. He had breadth at the shoulders and the rump. His legs were of medium length and well boned with round, firm paws. The tail was thick, of medium length and rounded at the tip. His coat was dense and plush with a healthy gloss and excellent waving all over. It was the ideal texture that invited you to "scrunch"!!!! Beautifully presented in excellent condition and with a wonderful temperament too, he was a pleasure to judge.
AC SELKIRK REX PREMIER, FEMALE

1 GPR RYAN'S PREMIER CURLU NEVE, 79S 40 5, FN, 19.4.2008

An exceptionally beautiful female, litter sister to the male, and of outstanding type and quality; she was totally relaxed and confident, a delight to judge. Her head was well rounded with breadth of skull and well placed, medium sized ears. Her cheeks were full and the muzzle well formed with well padded whisker pads to emphasize its size. Her profile was excellent and the chin had depth. Her eyes were large, round and well opened; I know there are no points for eye colour, but I have to say the depth of blue is just so very attractive. She had a cobby, muscular body with excellent legs and tail. Her coat was beautifully rexed; it was dense, soft and plush. She was presented to perfection in excellent condition and had a wonderful temperament. I heard she was later the Best in Show Exhibit – many congratulations to her owner for presenting her so beautifully and to her breeder for another quality Curlu! 

I have to say that for the most part, I was not impressed with the British Blues, I found judging them very depressing.
BRITISH BLUE ADULT, MALE

I considered Exhibit 8 (from my Imperial Class) and Exhibit 9 for the BOB award; the latter had a weak chin; his ears were huge and his muzzle squared. In the brilliant sunshine it was clear to see how heavily he was tipped with silver.
1 CC + BOB CROWTHER'S PRIDYKATS DANNY OCEAN, 16, M, 15.5.2006

A handsome cat of good type and balance overall; the head had breadth with neat ears set well apart in the rounded contours. His eyes were excellent; they were large, round, well opened and a deep orange tone. His nose was short, broad and straight. The chin was strong. His cobby body was solid and muscular with depth to the chest and he stood low with strong legs and a tail that was thick and rounded at the tip. His coat was short, dense and virtually sound. It looked dark in the pen, but was of medium blue in the light. He was shown in excellent condition and had a good temperament.

2 WELLS' VINERY WESTENBACH WILBERT, 16, M, 2.4.2009
Young male who is developing quite well; his head has breadth and the cheeks were full in his round face. The ears were rounded at the tips, set well apart but rather prominent. Very good eyes that were full, round and a good orange tone; he had a short, broad nose and a reasonably firm chin. Cobby body with solid muscle and good boning; his coat was dense and crisp in texture. He was a medium blue and virtually sound. He was shown in excellent condition and had a lovely temperament.
3 CHAPMAN'S ADNIOSH SAPHIRESKYE, 16, M, 28.5.2009
A young male who was so out of balance, with huge ears looking very prominent; his head needs to broaden and the cheeks fill out but he did have beautiful eyes that were large, round, well opened and very expressive. The colour was a good orange tone. The nose was short and broad but the chin was weak and sloped away. The body was compact and muscular with good legs and paws. The tail was long and pointed at the tip. The coat was fairly short, a medium blue but rather flat. Good condition and temperament.
4 GODSMARK'S SHEEPHOUSE BOBBY ROCKER, 16, M, 11.7.2008

This male had large jowls which gave the impression of a broad head, but when smoothed back I would have liked more breadth to the skull and width at the cheeks. The ears were set well apart, medium in size and a little too prominent. His eyes were a good shape, set and expression. The colour was a clear orange. His nose was short and broad but the chin was weak. The body was cobby with solid muscle tone and strong boning. The legs and tail were good. His coat was fairly short, dense and crisp in texture but it was unsound and heavily tipped. He was shown in excellent condition and had a lovely temperament.
BRITISH BLUE ADULT, FEMALE

1 CC HOLLOWAY'S RAYANSHELL BETTY BLUEJEANZ, 16, F, 27.4.2008

This female looked so much better when she was being judged on the trolley as in the pen she tended to puff her whisker pads giving the appearance of a pinch. Her head had breadth; her face was round and her cheeks full. She had neat ears, rounded at the tips, set well apart in the contours of her head. Her eyes were full and round, open and innocent and a clear orange tone. The nose was short and broad and the chin acceptable. Her body was compact with good muscle tone. She stood low on sturdy legs and the tail balanced well. Her coat was short, dense and crisp. The colour was an attractive medium blue and she was well presented in excellent condition with a sweet temperament.
2 HILLYARE'S TRUBRIT MOLLYJONES, 16, F, 26.3.2008
This female was a little small, rangy in the body and rather fine boned. Her head lacked breadth and she had medium ears that were rather prominent. Her nose was short and she had a good chin. Her eyes were beautiful, a deep orange colour and very expressive. Her coat was short and crisp; it appeared to be a pale blue but was heavily tipped with silver. She had an excellent temperament.

3 BRADLEY'S SHEEPHOUSE BUNTY, 16, F, 12.9.2008

This female lacked balance as her head appeared small in relation to her body. Her ears were reasonably small and rounded at the tips but held tall which ruined the British "look". Her eyes were rather deep set and the colour poor. Her nose was short and broad but the bite was scissored under. Good chin. Her body was cobby with good legs and tail. The coat was short and reasonably dense with some texture. Her colour was a medium blue.
4 MILES' MARDENKA MUSICAL CHAIRS, 16, F, 4.9.2008

I had concerns with the head type on this female as her ears were large, cupped at the base and they tilted forward giving a "bonneted" appearance; they were set tall and there was a flat plane between them. Her eyes were a good size and shape; the colour was orange and they were expressive. The nose was short and broad and the chin reasonably strong. The skull needed more breadth with more fullness to the cheeks. Her body was cobby and she had excellent muscle tone. The legs and tail were good. Her coat was dense but rather long and soft in texture. The colour was a medium blue but she was very heavily tipped with silver and sparkled in the sunlight. 
AOC SPOTTED ADULT

1 CC + BOB WELLS' WESTENBACH DONNYBROOK, 30B, B, 31.5.2008

A very attractive female who was cobby and compact, she stood low on sturdy legs and had solid muscle and strong boning. The head had breadth with a round face and full cheeks. Her ears were neat and set well apart in the contours of the head. Her eyes were an excellent copper tone; at first they appeared to have a rather oblique set but when she opened them fully, they were large and round. She had a short broad nose and a strong chin. Her coat was short and dense with a lovely crisp texture. The agouti ground was a really rich bronze tone and the clearly defined markings and separated spots were a rich chocolate tone. The brilliant sunshine enhanced her excellent colour and the contrast between the ground and the markings. She was well presented in excellent condition and had a delightful temperament.
2 MILES' CH TUFTON ADORAMOUSE, 30E, F, 5.6.2008

Another very attractive and balanced female of very good type and conformation; her head had breadth and her cheeks were full. Her ears were reasonably small, rounded at the tips and set well apart though slightly prominently on the head. She had a short, broad nose and good depth to the chin. Her body was compact and muscular with good boning to the legs and a tail that balanced. Her coat was dense and short with a crisp texture. Her excellent spotted pattern was overlaid with shades of red giving her beautiful autumnal tones to the coat. She was pleasing and unlucky to meet the winner. She was in excellent condition and had a super temperament.
3 EVANS' EVAVALE DIMPLESNDOTS, 30G, F, 20.7.2008

This female had the most beautiful eye colour. The head had breadth with a round face and fairly full cheeks. Her ears were small, rounded at the tips but held too high, so did not "sit" well in the contours of the head. The nose was short and the chin reasonably strong. Her body was a little rangy. The coat was dense and fairly short although longer on her lower back. The tabby markings to the face were defined but there was too much linkage on the body which ruined the spotted pattern. She was shown in very good condition and had a sweet temperament.
BLUE-CREAM ADULT

1 CC + BOB ZERILLI'S WILLOWOOD TREACLE-MOON, 28, F, 17.5.2009

A young female who was, nevertheless, chunky and compact with a firm, muscular feel and substantial boning; the head is developing well as the skull has breadth and the face was round with full cheeks. Her nose was short, broad and straight. The chin was strong. Her eyes were large, round, fully opened and a very pleasing brilliant orange. They were really expressive and I loved her look of mischief – I'll bet she is a minx!! Cobby body that was short in the back but there was depth to the chest and she stood low on sturdy legs. Her tail was a good length to balance; it was thick and rounded at the tip. Her coat was short and dense; it felt crisp to the touch. The pale cream was, for the most part, evenly distributed through the blue with an intermingled effect although there were a couple of patches underneath. She was shown in excellent condition and had an affectionate, extrovert personality.
2 HILLYARD'S LILYBELLS ISLAND PRINCESS, 28, F, 13.5.2009

Another young female but she looked immature and rangy. The head lacked breadth and her cheeks need to fill out. The ears were fairly small, rounded at the tips and set quite well apart, but the head needs to broaden for them to be correctly set. She had beautiful eyes that were round and set well apart. The colour was a rich copper. Her nose was fairly short but the lines converged which made the nose appear longer. Her head was small in relation to the body, so the overall balance was awry. Her coat was rather long and lay flat. The blue and the cream were medium in tone but the overall effect was not of an intermingling of the colours as there was quite a bit of patching.
BLUE TORTIE & WHITRE ADULT

1 CC + BOB HOLLOWAY'S RAYANSHEL COLOR BY NUMBERS, 22A, F, 1.5.2009

This was a pleasing young female of very good type and balance. She was compact and solid with excellent muscle tone and promising boning. Her skull had breadth and her face was round with full cheeks. The ears were small, rounded at the tips and set well apart in the contours of the head. Her body was balanced with good legs and tail. Her coat was short, dense and crisp in texture. The white was pristine, the red rich in tone and the black dense and sound. The patches were well defined for the most part, but there was some mingling in the patches on her back. She was well presented in excellent condition and had a very good temperament.
BI-COLOURED ADULT, MALE

Potter's Grand Champion Pampurred Pablo Honey, 31f, M, 20.4.2006 was entered for BOB only (see my critique for the Imperial Class)
1 CC + BOB ZERILLI'S WILLOWOOD CHARLIE MUGGINS, 31A, M, 17.5.2009
A young male who was cobby, muscular, well boned and strong; he had very good type and expression. The head had breadth and balance with a round face and full cheeks. His ears were neat, rounded at the tips and set well apart in the contours of the head. His eyes were large, round, set well apart and very expressive. The colour was a clear, bright orange. His nose was short, broad and straight and the chin had strength. His body was compact with a short, level back and a deep chest. He stood low on short legs with excellent boning and his paws were round and firm. The tail was thick and of a good length to balance with a rounded tip. He had a short, dense coat with a crisp texture. The medium blue was virtually sound and he had around one third of pristine white. I felt this male has real potential and he has a superb temperament.
2 RUSE'S KABENBE JACKTHELAD, 31A, M, 28.9.2008

A mature cat who was well grown with strong muscle tone and lovely boning; his head had breadth and balance but was spoiled by prominent ears. His eyes were large, round and a good deep colour. The nose was short, broad and with a good depth of chin. His body was cobby and compact with good legs and tail. The coat was short and had a good texture. He had just over one third white and the blue was a good tone and virtually sound. He was well shown in excellent condition and had a confident, calm temperament. 
BI-COLOURED ADULT, FEMALE

1 CC HOLLOWAY'S RAYANSHEL LILLY LUVBUG, 31A, F, 27.4.2008

I thought was a very pleasing female with type and balance; her head was broad with rounded contours and neat ears, rounded at the tips were set well apart. She was very alert and interested in all that was going on and so tended to hold her ears high when she was being judged, but they were fine and rested well in the head contours when she was returned to the pen and relaxed. She had very good eyes; they were large and round with an innocent expression and a lovely colour. The nose was short and broad and her chin was fairly strong. Very good body, legs and tail; she was compact and muscular with sturdy boning. Her coat was short and dense with a good texture and a lovely balance of blue and white. The medium blue was virtually sound and patches were neatly defined. She was beautifully shown in excellent condition and had a sweet temperament.
AC SELKIRK REX KITTEN

1 + BOB BRADLEY'S SHEEPHOUSE WISTERIA, 79S 31a, F, 9.6.2009

This Selkirk had a pretty face and was of good type but is going through the "gangly" stage at the moment where things are not quite in balance. Her head had breadth with medium ears set well. Her eyes were large and expressive; they were set well apart. Her nose was broad with a slight downward slope and the chin was good. She had full cheeks but you could see her muzzle beyond the cheeks when viewed in profile. The muzzle was rectangular and the whisker pads well padded. Her body was a little rangy and her medium length legs a little fine. The tail was short. She had a beautiful coat that was of fairly uniform length, thick and dense with crinkles and waves all over. She was shown in excellent condition and had that typical friendly, confident personality that is so endearing.
WHITE (ORANGE-EYED) NEUTER

BOB FARMER'S GRAND CHAMPION & GRAND PREMIER FARJEM WHITE KNIGHT, 14A, MN, 8.10.05

A large, solid boy who was presented in pristine perfection; he had lovely type but his eye colour looked a little pale in the sunshine. He was in excellent condition, but his language was not that of a British gentleman!
BRITISH BLUE NEUTER

BOB BOOTH'S GRAND CHAMPION & SUPREME GRAND PREMIER KOLNGA COUGAR, 16, MN, 18.6.07 – A big, chunky Blue of superb type; he has an excellent head and the most beautiful, expressive eyes with the correct expression. His coat was short, dense, crisp and a lovely clear, medium blue.
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