THE WILTSHIRE & DISTRICT CAT CLUB – 4.7.2009 – MRS ANNE GREGORY
I always enjoy judging at the Wiltshire; the atmosphere is friendly, the hospitality warm and the cats of high quality. Thank you Jackie and Elaine for the kind invitation and for looking after us so well! I was also very grateful to Kathryn Robson for stepping in to steward at the last moment, making my day so much easier.

AC BURMESE PREMIER, MALE

1 GPR SAUNDERS’ PR FOOTMAN MORSE, 27B, MN, 30.3.2002

A handsome cat who was really friendly and affectionate; he was thoroughly enjoying his day at the show and was a pleasure to judge. Very good type and balance overall. The head was well proportioned and formed a short wedge with width at the cheeks and a blunt finish to the muzzle. He had medium sized ears which were set well apart, continuing the lines of the upper part of the face. The top of the head was slightly rounded as was the brow when viewed in profile. There was a distinct nose break and the chin was firm. He had large eyes that were set well apart. The top line slanted towards the nose and the lower line was well rounded. The eyes were expressive and the colour a definite pale yellow. Medium length to the body, it was firm and muscular with a straight back and rounded chest. Good legs and tail. The coat was of medium length; it was fine in texture with a healthy gloss and close lying; warm milk chocolate tone that was relatively even. Excellent condition and temperament.

RES: RIDDLE’S PR OAKFORD HARVEY WALLBANGER, 27, MN, 3.7.2002

Another handsome Burmese with good type and balance overall; I liked his head which formed a reasonably short wedge with width at the cheeks and a blunt finish to the muzzle. The ears were medium in size, broad at the base and rounded at the tips. They were set well apart with a slight forward tilt. The eyes were of good shape, large and expressive. Chartreux in colour. In profile, the brow was slightly rounded and there was a distinct nose break with a straight nose and good depth to the chin. Solid and muscular, but still he had elegance with slender legs and a good tail to balance. The coat was of medium length but he was moulting heavily. Warm seal brown colour and it had a satiny gloss. Excellent condition and temperament.
AC BURMESE PREMIER, FEMALE – A challenging class with six females present and of a standard where all were worthy of the Grand; I really had to split hairs and felt sorry for those cats that were cardless.
1 GPR TEGG’S GR CH & GR PR MINOTOSA PANDORA, 27E, FN, 17.7.2003

A stunning brown tortie of excellent type and quality, I had to give this female the grand as she also had the “presence” that made her stand out. Excellent head type, expression and carriage; she had a short wedge with the required width at the cheeks and blunt finish to the muzzle. The top of the head was gently rounded with medium, broad based ears set well apart. The latter were rounded at the tips and the outer line continued the shape of the upper part of the face. In profile, the brow was slightly rounded; there was a distinct nose break and excellent depth to the skull. She had an excellent firm chin. Her eyes were large and really lustrous. The top line slanted towards the nose and the lower line was well rounded. She had a wicked expression in those yellow eyes! Excellent body that was elegant but also solid and muscular with slender legs and neat oval paws. The tail was of balanced length; moderately thick at the base and it tapered to a rounded tip. Outstanding coat quality to her rich tortie coat, it was short, fine, glossy and close-lying. She was a joy to handle and has such a confident personality – I found her irresistible! 

RES: TRUSCOTT’S IMP GR CH & PR JANAGAR MISS SAPPHIRE, 27A, FN, 5.3.2002
Another beauty of excellent type and expression; she ran the winner very close indeed with her balanced, short, blunt wedge and large, very expressive chartreux eyes. She felt solid and muscular but was also elegant and feminine with slender legs and dainty oval paws. Her tapering tail was in proportion and she had a superb coat that was short, fine and really glossy. The colour was a soft, blue-grey with a lovely silver sheen on the rounded contours. I really wished I could have awarded two Grands as she was a very special cat too.
PERSIAN BI-COLOUR KITTEN

2 (1ST W/H) LOVESY’S PERSILUS MAXIMIANO, 12a 1, M, 10.2.2009

A strong, muscular and well grown kitten for his age. The head was well rounded with a slight crown apparent; he had good breadth of skull and the small, round-tipped ears were set wide apart, fairly low and were fully furnished. Full cheeks and muzzle. In profile the forehead was rounded; the nose was short, broad and of even width with full nostrils and fully formed leather. The chin sloped away. He was teething but the bottom jaw was twisted and the bite therefore misaligned. The eyes were a trifle deep set and still rather “muddy” in colour. They were set well apart but lacked the bold expression that is typical. Cobby body with breadth to the chest and a firm, solid feel. He stood low on short, sturdy legs with large, round, tufted paws. Short, bushy tail that balanced well. He had a full coat that was very fine, soft and thick. Full frill to frame the face. The black was virtually sound and the white pristine. White chevron to the face with black top of head and ears. Black on the back and tail with white underparts and patches on all legs. Well presented in excellent condition and with a delightful temperament. I had to withhold the first prize because of the bite.

SELKIRK REX MALE

1 CC + BOB HAZEL’S WYREWOOD CONQUEROR, 79S 15, M, 6.7.2007

Wow! What an honour it was to be the judge who gave that third, vital CC to a stunning Selkirk thereby making him the breed’s first Champion!!! This male is strong, masculine, of superb type, conformation and quality as well as having the personality and endearing disposition so typical of the breed. The head was round, broad with full cheeks and strength of skull. The forehead was rounded with a slightly curved top of head and medium sized ears, broad at the base that were set well apart in the contours of the head. The nose was short, broad and straight with the correct downward slant. The muzzle was of medium width with well padded whisker pads giving it a rectangular shape. The bite was level and the chin firm and well developed. His eyes were large, round and set wide apart with a gentle, almost innocent expression. He had a short, thick neck and a cobby body with solid muscle tone and rectangular appearance. There was excellent breadth and strength to the shoulders and rump. Medium length legs that were sturdy and strong with large, round, firm paws. The tail was of medium length and in proportion; it was thick with a rounded tip. The coat was thick and dense; it stood away well from the body and was fairly uniform in length. It felt soft, plush and though he was beginning to moult, the curls were well formed and he was so well presented. I was delighted to learn he became Best of Variety British, a well deserved accolade in my opinion.
2 CREATON & WALKER’S CURLU NATE, 79L 15, M, 19.4.2008

Another handsome Selkirk of excellent type and expression but unlucky to meet the more mature male on the day. His head was round with breadth, balance and full cheeks. The forehead was rounded and the top of the head slightly curved. The ears were of medium size; they were broad at the base and rounded at the tips. They were set well apart in the contours of the head. The eyes were very expressive, large, rounded and well opened. They were set wide apart. The nose was short, broad and straight with a slight downward slant. The chin could be firmer. Excellent body, legs and tail. Excellent coat quality, it was thick, stood well away from the body and was soft and plush in texture. He had a pleasing curly ruff to frame the face and the curls on the body were random and unstructured giving that adorable “untidy” appearance (though it was obvious he had been very well prepared and presented). Excellent condition and temperament, another Selkirk well worthy of a gold card!
SELKIRK REX FEMALE

1 CC HARRISON’S RAPTINFLUFF GUINEVERE, 79S 39E, F, 12.9.2008

A very promising young female with type, style and potential. The head is developing well for her age showing breadth and balance with full cheeks and a well padded rectangular muzzle. The medium sized ears were set well apart in the contours of the head. The forehead was rounded and the top of the head was slightly curved. Her ears were of medium size, broad at the base and rounded at the tips. They were set wide apart in the contours of the head. Her nose was short and broad with a slight downward slant. Her beautiful eyes were large, round and well-opened; they were set wide apart and very expressive. Her body was of medium length, cobby and muscular with sturdy legs and a tail that balanced well. Outstanding coat quality with excellent curls; it was soft and plush to the touch and felt wonderful when scrunched! When you stood back you could see the tortie in the tipping; it was very subtle though and I suspect some may think it is tarnish (although it does not matter either way!!). She was shown in excellent condition and had a delightful temperament.
RUSSIAN BLUE ADULT

1 CC + BOB STARK’S CH DUSHENKA TASHABELLA, 16A, F, 17.12.2005

A mature female who showed herself so much better when out of the pen; she was elegant and balanced with a moderately short wedge and prominent whisked pads to give a broad finish to the head. Her ears were large, pointed, wide based and set vertically on the head. In profile, the forehead appeared straight and the profile showing a very shallow concave curve giving a good angle. Good chin. The eyes were set well apart, almond shaped and a definite though not vivid green. Elegant body with firm muscle tone and she had long legs with neat oval paws. The tail was a good length, giving proportion and finish. Moderately short coat that was fairly dense. It was a beautiful clear blue with a distinct silvery sheen. She was shown in excellent condition and had a sweet temperament. 
2 SEDGEWICK’S CATWO LOVE IN THE MIST, 16A, F, 21.6.2008

I had concerns about this female’s head type; she did not have that unique Russian “look” in my opinion. The wedge was of medium length with a definite “scoop” to the profile and without the angle that is such an important feature to the breed. The ears were large, wide at the base, pointed at the tips and were set vertically. The chin sloped away and the bite was overshot. The eyes were almond shaped, set wide apart and a good bright green in colour. Long, graceful body with a firm, muscular feel. The legs were long and the paws small and oval. The tail was moderately long, tapering and in proportion to the body. The coat was of medium length but lacking in density and was close lying; the colour was a clear blue and the silvery sheen was apparent. She was in excellent condition and had a sweet temperament.
BENGAL BROWN SPOTTED, MALE

I did consider exhibit 249 for the BOB award. I really liked his type and his coat was really short, soft and luxurious, but the female pipped him at the post on the day!

1CC HENDERSON’S NEWTONS DUKE, 76 30, M, 28.4.2008
A handsome, friendly cat who was relaxed and enjoyed being judged; I thought he had very pleasing type and balance overall. His wedge was of medium length with breadth and rounded contours. It was slightly longer than the width and he had high cheek bones. He had a pleasing profile and the nose was broad with a slightly puffed leather. The muzzle was full and broad with pronounced whisker pads and a reasonably strong chin. I really liked his eyes; they were oval in shape, large and expressive with a slight slant towards the base of the ear. His body was long, sleek, hard and muscular with strong legs of medium length and round paws. The tail was of medium length, even and rounded at the tip. The coat was short, dense and soft to the touch. His markings were a very dark brown and he had excellent rosettes. There was reasonable contrast with the ground colour and plenty of gold dusting apparent. Attractive facial markings and his underparts were well spotted. He was shown in top condition and had a dependable temperament making him a pleasure to judge.
BENGAL BROWN SPOTTED, FEMALE

BOB ALGER-STREET’S CH TYPHAST COLLUMBINE, 76 30, F, 14.3.2008

A very beautiful female of excellent type and expression. Her coat was short, very dense, luxurious and really soft to the touch. I was impressed by the high degree of rufous colour and the contrast between the ground colour and the well-defined markings. Excellent rosettes were apparent as well as gold dusting. 
1 CC/WH ALGER-STREET’S TYPHAST QUANTUMLEAP, 76 30, F, 29.9.2007

Sadly, this female was very tense and not at all happy to be out of the pen. I felt it better to return her and write my critique as best as I could! I felt her head was rather narrow, needing more breadth of skull to give it balance. Her chin was firm and the muzzle well developed with pronounced whisker pads. I was not able to assess her bite. The ears and eyes were fine. I could not assess the profile properly. She was well muscled with good legs and tail. The coat was medium but had a lovely soft texture. There was good contrast between the ground colour and the markings. There were rosettes on her back and gold dusting was apparent. She was in excellent condition but something had clearly upset her temperament.
DEVON  REX NEUTER, MALE

1PR SMITH’S PHILOKALIA ALF NELSON, 33A 36B, MN, 8.11.2007

This boy had that typical Devon “pixie” look when viewed “straight on”; his wedge was short and broad with high cheekbones. His ears were large, very wide at the base and set low which was pleasing. They tapered to rounded tips and were well covered. The brow curved back to a flat skull and the nose was short, but I would have liked a more defined stop. The chin was firm, the muzzle strong and he had a well defined whisker break. His eyes were really expressive, wide set, large, oval in shape and sloping to the outer edges of the ears. He had a really wicked expression that I loved. Elegant neck that was long and slender and extremely good head carriage. His body was of medium length, slender, hard and muscular with a broad chest. Slim legs and small, oval paws. His tail was long and tapering, giving overall proportion to the cat. I thought the short coat was excellent for rexing and density; it was soft and even with deep waves. Beautifully presented, he was in excellent condition and had a delightful personality. 
2 DONOVAN’S ADVISH ASTARTE BLACKMAGIC, 33A 15, MN, 31.5.2006
This boy had an excellent coat too; it was short, fine and soft to the touch with deep waves. He had good type and balance overall but I would have liked the wedge a little shorter as it was more “medium” in length. He had high cheek bones and well set large ears. His eyes were of excellent shape and set with a mischievous expression. In profile there was a shallow concave curve rather than a definite stop. Excellent body, legs and tail. He was well presented in sparkling condition and had an excellent temperament.
3 ROBERTSON’S PR PHILOKALIA OLIVER SUDDEN, 33A 36, MN, 30.7.2000
This Devon was really feisty; I think he had been judged several times before I came to do my Open and had just had enough. I was so grateful to Mrs Wilding for letting me try and judge him before she handled him in a miscellaneous class. We were not able to handle him properly though and there was no way I could have assessed his bite. Even though he was in a wicked mood, he did not have, for me, the “pixie” expression I love. His wedge was medium rather than short and his nose long with a break rather than a “stop”. Well set eyes and ears. Very good body, legs and tail with a hard, muscular feel. Excellent coat quality and rexing although even that was a little straight between the shoulders. Shown in superb condition.
4 RICE’S PR DIADEM MOODY BLUE, 33A 36A, MN, 28.3.2005
Again, I felt this Devon had a medium wedge and a rather long nose with a fair stop. The ears were large and wide at the base but set high on the head. High cheek bones and a good whisker break. The eyes were oval in shape and set well apart but the expression was bland. The chin sloped away though the bite was level. Slim neck. Very good body, legs and tail. His coat was soft in texture but very sparse and the waves shallow. Excellent condition and temperament.

DEVON REX NEUTER, FEMALE

BOB MACDONNELL’S CH & UK GR PR BOUNTIFUL PEEKABOO, 33A 36, FN, 7.9.1999

A senior lady with a wonderful expression and excellent head type and carriage (with 40% of the weighting for head type that has to be the over-riding factor when judging them in my opinion). I would still like more of a definite stop but she did have one! Very well balanced and stylish overall showing excellent physical condition, particularly for her age. Her coat was dense and soft with rippling waves. She had the wicked look that is so appealing too!
1 PR SMITH’S PHILOKALIA DEE MONIQUE, 33A 36, FN, 8.11.2007

A very attractive female of extremely promising type, particularly when viewed “straight on”; the ears and eyes were well set and she had a “pixie” look and wicked expression. Her large ears were wide at the base and set well apart and low. The eyes were large, oval and sloped towards the outer edges of the ears. High cheekbones and a defined whisker break. Strong muzzle and good chin. In profile she had a nose break rather than a stop. Slim neck and excellent head carriage. Excellent body, legs and tail. The coat was short, reasonably dense and soft. The waves were deep except for a slightly shallow area on the lower back. Shown in excellent condition and with the most delightful nature – she was a sweetie!
BROWN BURMESE ADULT, MALE

BOB MATTHEWS’ CH KATCHYN KONTIKI, 27, M, 7.2.2008

A handsome brown male with type and elegance who nevertheless felt solid and muscular. Lovely expression in those large yellow eyes. His coat was short, fine and close lying with a healthy gloss and it was a warm seal brown.
BLUE BURMESE ADULT, MALE

1 CC ALGER-STREET’S TYPHA PRINCECHARMING, 27A, M, 7.8.2008

Young male who was well grown, muscular but elegant. The head formed a short wedge with width at the cheeks and a blunt finish to the muzzle. The ears were of medium size, set well apart with the outer line continuing the shape of the upper part of the face. The top of the head was slightly rounded as was the brow when viewed in profile. The eyes were large and expressive. The top line slanted towards the nose and the lower line was well rounded. The colour was chartreux. He had a good profile showing a distinct nose break but the chin could have more depth. Excellent body, legs and tail. The coat was moderately short, fine and close-lying. He was a beautiful blue with a silvery sheen on the rounded contours. Presented in excellent condition and with an excellent temperament too.
BLUE BURMESE ADULT, FEMALE

1 CC + BOB CLARKE’S DOREVALLEY SAPHIRA, 27A, F, 13.2.2006

A mature queen who was very attractive and balanced overall. Short wedge with width at the cheek bones and tapering to a blunt finish at the muzzle. She had medium ears, broad at the base and rounded at the tips. The top of the head was slightly rounded and the outer lines of the ears continued the shape of the upper part of the face. In profile, the brow was gently rounded; there was a distinct nose break and the nose was straight. She had good depth to the chin. Excellent eyes that were large, lustrous and expressive. They were set well apart and a chartreuse tone. Excellent body, legs and tail. Short coat that was of excellent quality being fine, glossy and close-lying. Soft blue grey with a silvery sheen to the rounded contours. Excellent condition and temperament.
LILAC POINT SIAMESE ADULT

1 CC + BOB SINGLE’S SINOPE FERN, 24C, F, 24.7.2008

A pretty female who was well balanced; she had a long wedge with even lines to the muzzle. The ears were rather large, wide at the base and well pricked. She did tend to hold them rather high. Good profile and chin with a level bite. The eyes were of oriental shape and slanted towards the nose. They were set well apart and a good shade of blue. Elegant neck. Long, svelte body with slim legs and dainty oval paws. The tail was long and tapering. The coat was reasonably short, fine and close lying. The points were an attractive lilac and there was excellent contrast against the magnolia body. Excellent condition and temperament. 
CARAMEL POINT SIAMESE ADULT, MALE

1 CC + BOB MORGAN’S CH ASTRALBLAESE PERSEUS, 24N, M, 28.5.2008

A handsome and balanced male who was masculine but elegant. The wedge was long and well proportioned with even lines to the muzzle. The large ears were wide at the base and set well apart to follow the lines of the wedge. The eyes could be more Oriental in shape but did show an oblique setting and the colour was an intense blue. Long svelte body with slender legs and oval paws. The tail balanced well. Very good caramel points and showing excellent contrast to the body. The coat was short, fine and glossy. Excellent condition and temperament.

CARAMEL POINT SIAMESE ADULT, FEMALE

I did consider exhibit 433 for the BOB; she was a pleasing female but the coat was coarse in texture.
1 CC HOLT’S ADATEAM SHARANZ SAKURA, 24N, F, 18.8.2008

A young female with some potential I felt. Very good type and balance overall. The head formed a long, even wedge with large ears that were broad at the base. They seemed to be set rather high, but were much improved as she relaxed. Expressive Oriental eyes that were set well and the colour was an intense blue. Straight profile and good depth to the chin. Elegant neck and good head carriage. Long, muscular body with very good legs, paws and tail. Excellent coat quality; it was really short, fine and close lying with a healthy gloss. Very good caramel points and showing excellent contrast. Excellent condition and temperament.

2 MORGAN’S ASTRALBLAESE APHRODITE, 24N, F, 22.3.2008

This female was looking rather immature for her age. The wedge was long but there was a pinch to the muzzle and the profile showed a slight dip. Good chin. The eyes were a good blue and had the correct shape but were set straight across the top. Muscular and elegant with a long body and legs. The paws were small and oval. The tail was a good length to balance and tapered well. Medium coat that was fine and close lying. Very good caramel points and excellent contrast to the body. Excellent temperament and condition.
AC BALINESE ADULT

1 CC + BOB SMYTH’S CH NATHIFA DIAMOND GEEZER, 61DT, M, 16.5.2007
A masculine, handsome and balanced Balinese with such confidence and style. Very good wedge with even lines and large ears set well apart. Beautiful eyes of Oriental shape set well apart and a brilliant blue tone. His profile was straight and the chin had depth. Muscular body with long, slender legs and oval paws. The plume tail balanced well. The coat was silky and fine; it lay flat along the body and spine with “fringes” on the lower stomach etc. Very attractive red points and showing excellent contrast to the body. A friendly male who was enjoying being judged; he was showing in excellent condition.
CHOCOLATE POINT SIAMESE NEUTER

Unfortunately exhibits 464 and 465 were both in really bad moods, growling, hissing and unable to be handled. Sadly, their behaviour did make the other two chocolate point neuters on either side very frightened.

1 PR + BOB MORGAN’S ASTRALBLAESE ACHILLES, 24B, MN, 22.3.2008

A gentle boy who was intimidated by his noisy neighbour but who did allow me to judge him. The wedge was long with even lines with large, wide based ears set well apart. He did tend to hold them high but I made allowance in the circumstances. Good profile and chin depth. The eyes were set well apart, again he looked a little wide eyed and startled which affected the shape, but the colour was excellent. Excellent muscle tone to the body; the legs were long and elegant; the tail tapered and was a good length. The chocolate points were dark but warm. The whisker pads were rather bleached. Pleasing contrast to the ivory body. The coat was reasonably short, fine and glossy. It was close-lying and in excellent condition.
2 CRUMPLER’S SARNAJES SULTANOFSWING, 24B, MN, 3.2.2008

Another boy affected by his noisy neighbour. Fair type and balance overall. The head formed a moderately long wedge but the muzzle was pinched. The ears were large but could be set and held marginally wider apart. The eyes were a good colour but seemed too wide open, but I made allowance for that. Tiny bump on the profile and fair chin. Elegant body with a firm, muscular feel. Slim legs with oval paws. The tail balanced well. The coat was moderately short, fine and close-lying with a healthy gloss. The points were a dark chocolate but there was some warmth of tone. The body was shady. Excellent condition and basically a sweet temperament to put up with the boy next door!
LILAC POINT SIAMESE NEUTER

BOB MARTIN’S GR CH & GR PR ABICASA CARMINA BURANA, 24C, FN, 13.2.2007

A most attractive female with type, style & balance; she had superb coat quality, excellent points colour and pleasing contrast to the magnolia body.
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