
CHESTER & NORTH WALES - 13.8.2011- MRS ANNE GREGORY
A very enjoyable show in beautiful Chester, I would like to thank Chris, Peter and the team for the warm hospitality and kind invitation. There was a warm, friendly atmosphere and some super cats to judge. I was very grateful to Beverley Griffiths for her excellent company and sympathetic handling of the cats across the breeds; I look forward to working with her again.
Some of the cats I judged had very good type but were let down because of poor grooming and presentation; a cat show is a beauty contest and I feel it is so important for exhibitors to present their cats to the best possible advantage.
AV OLYMPIAN MALE ADULT
1 OLY/NA LEES IMPERIAL GRAND CHAMPION SHEERBLISS GIFTWRAPPED, 70 30s, M 1.11.2008

A mature cat of good type; the head was rounded and massive with breadth of skull. The ears were relatively small but had tufts at the tips thus spoiling the desired round-tipped appearance. The eyes were large and full but he had a heavy brow which made them appear straight across the top. The colour  appeared good in the available hall lighting. He had a short, broad nose with a strong stop. His leather was well formed. He had a full muzzle and breadth at the jaws. Although he was of a good weight and cobby, he appeared rangy because he was moulting heavily and wearing his summer coat; it lacked density and was a little harsh in texture on the back. It was of medium length but lacked that rich, plush feel that is so important to an Exotic. He was a dark silver and, because of the lack of density to the coat to separate the spots, there was a great deal of linkage and stripes down the sides. The contrast was also lacking. He had a superb temperament. I did not feel he was up to this prestigious award on the day.
AC PERSIAN GRAND CHAMPION, MALE
1 IGC OAKES’ GRAND CHAMPION JENZJEWELS ZACHARIE, 1, M, 16.5.2008

Such a handsome and balanced male who was prepared and presented to absolute perfection! He had lovely, balanced type with a round, massive head showing great breadth and balance to the skull. His small, round-tipped ears were set well apart and low; they were well furnished and sat well in the rounded contours of the head. His forehead was rounded; he had full cheeks and muzzle. His eyes were large, full and round, of deep orange tone and with a bold expression. In profile he had a short nose with a stop. The leather was well formed. He had a good bite and a strong chin. He stood low on strong, sturdy legs with tufted paws. He was cobby, muscular and solid with a broad, deep chest and strong shoulders. The tail balanced well. His coat, although suffering some effects of the summer, was outstanding! It was a good length and fine with a soft texture. He had a good frill and his grooming really showed him to his full advantage. He was a virtually sound, jet black. An impressive exhibit who was a pleasure to judge!
AC PERSIAN GRAND CHAMPION, FEMALE
1 IGC ROGERS’ GRAND CHAMPION MILNUSS MISS VICTORIA, 70 8e, F, 3.9.2009

A very attractive female of very good type who looked so much better when she came out of the pen to be judged! At first glance, her head appeared a little small for her body, but once she was outside and standing on the trolley, all was in balance! Her head then had breadth with rounded contours and neat ears set well apart and low. She had a rounded forehead and a short, broad nose of even width with a stop. Her eyes were large, full and round with a bold expression and a good colour. She was of medium size with a cobby body and a good muscular feel. She had short, sturdy legs and a good tail to balance. Coat was reasonably dense for the season and even in the poor hall lighting it was easy to see the red patches in her tortie silver classic pattern. She was well presented and had a good temperament.
AC PERSIAN GRAND PREMIER, MALE
1 IGP HIGGINS’ GRAND CHAMPION & GRAND PREMIER HEATHROSE BARNEY RUBBLE, 1, MN, 26.5.2009

A mature black looking superb with lovely type and beautiful eyes that were an excellent copper tone and very expressive; his head showed great breadth of skull with rounded contours and neat little ears set well apart. He had a rounded forehead, full cheeks and muzzle and a good chin. His nose was short, broad and of even width with a good leather. His eyes were large, full and round with a bold, confident expression. He had a cobby, muscular body with breadth at the chest and strong legs with tufted paws. His tail was short, bushy and in proportion. His coat was long and thick with a fine texture and a healthy gloss. He had a full frill which was showing some signs of the summer, but the overall impression was very pleasing. 
RES: MALLABONE’S GRAND PREMIER FINCHFIELD MAJOR TOM, 70 36, MN, 13.8.2006

A birthday boy who was another impressive cat of excellent type and overall balance; he had a strong head with breadth of skull and rounded contours with neat ears set well apart and low. His forehead was rounded and his cheeks full. The muzzle was well developed. His eyes were large, full and round with a bold, confident expression and a deep orange tone. His nose was short, broad and even width with a stop. His chin was good. His body was strong, muscular and cobby with sturdy legs and a good tail to balance. He was an excellent smoke with a clear silvery white base coat. The coat was suffering from summer conditions but had been well presented although he was moulting. It was reasonably dense and plush and stood away from the body. It was a close run thing between these two neuters and I wished I could have awarded 2 Imperials as both were worthy.
AC EXOTIC PREMIER
1 GPR MORTON’S PREMIER SHEERBLISS WACKO JACKO, 70 12A1TS, MN, 21.1.2010

A very handsome cat, beautifully presented and with a wonderful temperament; he had excellent type and balance overall. His head was massive with great breadth of skull, rounded contours and neat ears set well apart and low. He had a rounded forehead and full cheeks and muzzle. His nose was short and broad with a stop. His eyes were large, full and round, a good colour and he had a lovely bold, confident expression. He was cobby and strong with excellent boning and solid muscle tone. He stood low on sturdy legs and his tail balanced well. He had an excellent coat that was beautifully prepared and presented. The white was immaculate and the silver tabby patches clearly defined. He had a lovely “look” and was a pleasure to judge.
AOV SLH CHAMPION, MALE
1 GCC GRANT’S CHAMPION NOYNAROCK SARYMAN, 67 31ats, M, 18.10.2009

A handsome and imposing Norwegian Forest cat of excellent type and style; he stood well on the trolley and though strong with excellent muscle and boning, he also had elegance. His head was triangular with large, well-furnished ears that continued the lines of the face. They were placed high and open set giving his an alert appearance. His eyes were large and oval with an oblique set and a proud expression. His profile was long and straight with just the slightest slope to the chin. The neck was powerful and he had lovely head carriage. He was mature and well-built with a deep chest and his back legs slightly higher than the front. They were strong and sturdy but a good length with large round, tufted paws. His tail was long and bushy, impressive for the season and reached his neck. He had a summer coat but it was in excellent condition with a slight ruff and knickerbockers. His undercoat was reasonably woolly and dense with an excellent smooth top coat. He was in excellent condition and had a wonderful temperament.
RES: LYNCH’S CHAMPION CHESAWOOD BURLINTONBERTIE, 66, M, 15.3.2008

Another handsome cat of very good type and expression; his head was broad with a flat plane between the ears. His cheeks were well developed as was his muzzle and he had a good chin. The ears were of medium size; they were set well apart and had a slight forward tilt. They were well furnished. His eyes were large and expressive. They were a good tone of blue. He had a long, muscular bod with a broad chest and substantial legs with large, round, tufted paws. The tail was long and bushy. The coat had a silky texture and was dense with a slight ruff. The points were a warm seal but the body showed shading. He was in excellent condition and had a confident, friendly temperament.
AOV SLH CHAMPION, FEMALE
1 GCC HACK’S CHAMPION SUPATOFT SONYA, 63, F, 9.3.2010

My “WOW” cat of the day, she was absolutely stunning! She knew I just loved her and kissed my face, head butted me and gently purred and chirruped as only a Somali can …… I was totally enchanted!!! She has superb type and quality. Her head had breadth, forming a moderate wedge with gently curving contours. She had a high forehead and excellent width between her large, pricked ears. The latter were broad at the base and well cupped. They had little tufts and were well furnished. Her eyes were large and expressive; they were almond shaped and set obliquely and well apart. They were a rich hazel tone. They were outlined in black with lighter spectacles to emphasise the shape and expression. Slight indentations formed her generous muzzle giving her that unique, gentle, smiling expression. She had well marked penciling to the face. She had a pleasing ruff to frame the face. Her body was firm, lithe and muscular with a long tail that formed a brush. Her legs were long with oval tufted paws. She had a beautiful coat that was soft, fine and dense but lying smoothly along the spine with a healthy gloss. The ground was a rich apricot and the ticking was really well defined and black. She had beautiful black heels to the hock. She was so relaxed and confident and just oozed star quality – a delight to judge!
RES: MELIA’S CHAMPION SUPATOFT TIKA MASALA, 63, F, 7.7.2009
Another beauty who had the type, style and smiling expression that I love …… what greater pleasure for me than to have TWO Usual Somalis of such quality ….. it was a real treat! This female had beautiful type and the sweetest, gentle nature; it was so unfortunate she was in competition with Sonya as she was well worthy of the Grand certificate too. She had excellent balance and was a rich apricot with excellent ticking, markings and heels. She had a moderate wedge with the generous width and pleasing curved contours to enhance her smiling expression. She had beautiful eyes that were outlined in black with the spectacles to emphasise the size, set and expression. Her body was of medium size, lithe and muscular with long legs and oval, tufted paws. She had a beautiful tail that balanced well. Her coat was soft, fine and had a healthy gloss across the back. She was a rich golden brown with a clear apricot base and excellent black ticking and heels to the hock. I particularly loved her soft, gentle nature and she was shown in superb condition. What excellent Somalis these two females were, they epitomized all I love about the breed!
AC BRITISH, SELKIRK REX OR MANX GRAND CHAMPION, MALE
1 IGC HARRISON’S GRAND CHAMPION LEONITARA PRINCE CHARMING, 18, M, 24.3.2009

A handsome and mature cat with such a relaxed, friendly temperament! He had a round face with full cheeks and had good breadth of skull with neat little round tipped ears set well apart that fitted well in the rounded contours of the head. The nose was short, broad and of even width. His forehead was rounded as was his muzzle. He had a good chin. The eyes were large, round and well opened; they were a beautiful shade of green and very expressive. He was cobby and strong with good depth to the body and stood low on sturdy legs with rounded paws. His tail was thick and balanced well. He was wearing his summer coat! It was short, fairly dense and had a good texture. He had a well-defined classic pattern in black against a clean silver ground. He was in excellent condition.
RES: KIDD’S GRAND CHAMPION CATYKES EDWINSON, 18a, M, 16.4.2009

This male had good type although he was looking a little rangy as he was lacking coat and it was rather flat and close-lying. His face was round and his skull had breadth, the cheeks were full but the chin sloped. His eyes were large, round and wide open. I thought they looked pale but the hall light was dreadful for assessing orange eyes. His body was well boned and he stood low on sturdy legs with round paws. The tail balanced well. He was an attractive blue silver and the coat had a crisp texture. There was some agouti invasion in the pattern. He was shown in excellent condition and had an excellent temperament too.
AC BRITISH, SELKIRK REX OR MANX GRAND CHAMPION, FEMALE
1 IGC HEMMING’S GRAND CHAMPION HINDERLYNE HELATE, 21, F, 8.7.2008

An attractive female with very good type and balance; she had a round face and full cheeks with breadth of skull and well placed neat, round-tipped ears. Her eyes were large, round and well-opened. It was impossible to assess eye colour fairly, so I gave her the benefit of the doubt. She had a short broad nose rounded at the tip and balanced well. Her coat was nice and crisp; it was short and dense with jet black and lovely rich shades of red mingled through it. She was shown in excellent condition and had a pleasing temperament.
PERSIAN BI-COLOUR ADULT
1 CC + BOB LEWIS’S CHERMICIAN LATISHA, 12A1, f, 9.11.2010

Only just adult but such an attractive young female who was beautifully prepared and presented; she was only nine months but was a good weight with cobby conformation and a firm, muscular feel and has potential. Her head had breadth with neat little ears, well-furnished and set well apart and low in the contours of the head. Her forehead was rounded and she had a short, broad nose with a stop and a well- formed leather. Her cheeks were full as was her muzzle. She had a good chin. Her body is developing well and she stood low on strong legs with tufted paws. She had a dinky little tail that balanced well. Her coat was in superb condition, long, dense and silky. The white was pristine and she had black patches on her head and a fully coloured tail. She had lovely bold eyes that looked to be a good colour and had a delightful nature.
2 FARSON & JONES’ GEMKIN RYBYSNDIAMONDS, 12A5, f, 2.10.2010

Another young female of good type who was well presented; her head is developing breadth and she had full cheeks. Her muzzle is filling out. Her nose was short and broad with a stop. She had neat ears set well apart in the rounded contours of the head. Her eyes were rather deep set and she did not open them fully so they appeared almond shaped. She had a cobby body with good muscle with short, strong legs and a good little tail to balance. Her coat was long and well prepared; it was silky and fine. The white was pristine and she had bright red patches.
PERSIAN BI-COLOUR KITTEN
1 + BOB CHARLAN’S ALGERNON SCARLET OHARA, 12a5, F, 9.1.2011

A playful, sweet kitten with loads of personality who was really enjoying her day at the show; she had promising type and was well presented. Her head had breadth with full cheeks and a full muzzle. Her ears were well placed and well furnished. She had beautiful eyes and a bold, cheeky expression. Her nose was short with a stop and she had a good chin. She had a cobby body with sturdy legs and a good tail to balance. Her coat was long and silky with a fine texture. The white was immaculate and she had bright red patches on her head and body with a fully coloured tail. She was shown in sparkling condition.
 PERSIAN BI-COLOUR NEUTER
BOB WHITE’S IMPERIAL GRAND CHAMPION & UK & IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER MARDIGRAS THECANDY MANCAN, 12a7, MN, 7.3.2005. A mature and handsome cat, dripping with coat and prepared beautifully, he was a worthy winner of this award.
AC SILVER SOMALI KITTEN
1 + BOB HORSLEY’S NAINASUS SNOW POPPY, 63cs, F, 26.2.2011

A sweet Somali kitten with promise! She had a balanced wedge which is developing well but I would like a little more break to the profile. Her eyes were of almond shape with an oblique setting and they were very expressive. Slight indentations formed her muzzle which was nicely rounded and she did have a smiling expression. Her ears were large, pricked, set well apart but not low and were well-cupped and furnished. She had a lithe, muscular body with slender legs and oval tufted paws. Her tail is developing and was a good length for balance. Her coat was very fine and soft; it lay flat along the spine and she is developing a ruff and breeches. She was beautifully ticked and had attractive facial markings. She had a silvery base coat with well-defined blue ticking but there was some tarnish to the face and her paws. She was beautifully shown in excellent condition and had a delightful, playful temperament.
CP SIAMESE ADULT
I considered BROCK’S GRAND CHAMPION KEVELS TWICE AS NICE for the bob award. He was handsome and elegant but he tended to hold his ears high on the day and his spectacles detracted from the chocolate mask.
BOB UNDERHILL’S GRAND CHAMPION REYDARDS MISTER BINKS 
A balanced and elegant male with a long, even wedge, well set ears, expressive eyes and excellent head carriage. He had a long body with fine legs and a whip tail. He was a dark but warm chocolate with a complete mask and good contrast. His coat was short, fine and close-lying.

If any exhibitor would like my critique on cats judged in miscellaneous classes, please contact me on annesmail@blueyonder.co.uk 
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