THE SEMI-LONG HAIR CAT ASSOCIATION
A very enjoyable show with plenty of special features to make it a great day for the exhibitors and their cats! I would like to thank Di and Mandy for the warm hospitality and Kate Ford for her hard work and excellent company as my steward.
AV SLH GRAND PREMIER, MALE
This was a superb class with some Male Neuters of the highest quality; there were eight cats in competition and I felt it was a pity I could only give two awards. I really enjoyed judging such handsome semi-longhairs.
1 IGP BUNCE'S UK & IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER COONTASTIC NIJINSKY, 64 31T, MN, 27.10.2005

A very handsome, confident and relaxed Maine Coon of exceptional type and quality! His head was of medium length with a square muzzle and fairly full cheeks with high cheekbones. His large, tall ears were wide at the base and tufted at the tips and although they were set high, they were spaced well apart. His eyes were full and round, set well apart with a slightly oblique setting. He had a shallow concave curve to the profile and a straight nose of uniform width. Lovely chin to finish his strong muzzle. He had a fairly long neck that was thick and muscular. His body was rectangular with a straight back and breadth to the chest. His legs were substantial with large, round, tufted paws. The tail was an excellent length to balance and was well furnished. He had a lovely glossy coat that was a rich brown tabby with immaculate white. He was very impressive and a pleasure to judge.
RES: HANDY'S GRAND PREMIER NORSKMAGI TAVARIS, 67 31TS, MN, 24.6.2008
Another cat of superb quality with the confidence and style that gave him "presence"! He was large and heavy boned but also had the necessary elegance so typical of this handsome breed. His head formed an equilateral triangle with a long, straight profile and slightly rounded forehead. His chin had strength and depth. The ears were large with width at the base. They were set high and open and were well furnished. His eyes were large, oval and well opened. They had an oblique setting, giving a very proud, haughty look. He was well build with solid muscle and good length to the body. The chest had breadth and depth. He stood high with large round, tufted paws. The tail was long and bushy, reaching to the neck. He had excellent coat quality with a woolly undercoat covered by a smooth, glossy top coat that covered his back, sides and tail. It was a close run thing between these two magnificent examples of their breed.
AC BIRMAN CHAMPION, FEMALE
1 ADAMS' GRAND CHAMPION AREZZA MY FAIRLADY, 13C14, F, 22.2.2006

A mature, balanced female of excellent type with a soft, gentle expression that was so appealing. She was essentially feminine but also had firm muscle tone and substantial boning. Her head had breadth with full, rounded cheeks and a well developed muzzle. Her ears were of medium size and set well apart. Her eyes were large, almost round and a beautiful blue. She had a medium length nose with a slight dip to the profile. Her chin had depth. Her body was long and her medium legs thick set with short, rounded paws. Her tail was in proportion to the body and bushy. She had a beautiful coat that was well prepared and presented. The body colour was a clear magnolia and the points showed well defined lilac markings on a pale beige agouti ground. Her gloves were pristine and well shaped. Her gauntlets were immaculate and squared of a little. She was shown in sparkling condition and was confident and serene.
2 (RES: W/H) COUPLAND & BROWN'S CHAMPION KLASSYKLOGS KRYSTALLITE, 13C6, F, 2.4.2007
A very pretty female of good type and balance overall but I felt her head needed more breadth particularly at the cheeks which could have been fuller. She appeared a little immature for her age. Her hears were medium in size and set well. Her eyes were a good blue but she held them wide open which made them appear a little too round. She had a good profile and chin. She was a little small but of good weight and muscle tone for her size. Her coat was silky in texture and well presented. The points were well broken with both colours on all. The body showed good contrast. Her gloves and gauntlets were pristine and well shaped.
SEAL POINT BIRMAN ADULT
1 CC + BOB VEAL'S ASTVALE ELLA MAIDOFHEARTS, 13C1, F, 9.11.2009

A young female with promise; her head had breadth with full, round cheeks and a nicely developed muzzle. Her ears were of medium size and spaced well apart. Her eyes were large, almost round and a beautiful blue. She had a slight dip in the profile but then a tiny bump on the nose. The chin was good. Her body had length with a muscular feel. She had good legs and paws. The tail balanced well and was bushy. She had war, seal brown points and lovely contrast to the body that had a slight golden glow. Her right glove flicked slightly but the gauntlets were well shaped. Shown in excellent condition and with a sweet temperament.
TABBY SERIES BIRMAN NEUTER
1 PR + BOB KEMP'S GRAND PREMIER SHANDATAL IMABLUE TIGER, 13C12, MN, 29.3.2001

A mature Birman with good type, style and balance; his head showed breadth of skull with medium ears spaced well apart. His eyes were large, almost round and very expressive. He had a slight dip to the profile but the chin sloped away. He had length and strength to the body with substantial boning and firm muscle tone. He had minimal shading to the body and well defined blue tabby markings to the points. His gloves and gauntlets were well shaped although he had obviously been standing in something suspicious! Other than that, he was well presented in excellent condition and had a sweet temperament.
USUAL SOMALI ADULT, MALE
1 CC + BOB HORSLEY'S SUPATOFT TALISKER, 63, M, 9.3.2010

A handsome young male who was so enjoying strutting his stuff and showing off to all and sundry! He had really promising type and quality. His head is maturing nicely and has breadth with gently curving contours. A shallow indentation formed the muzzle which gave him a smiling appearance. His ears were large, well cupped and tufted and set well apart. They were well furnished. His eyes were large, almond shaped and with an oblique setting that made them very expressive. They had defined pencilling to accentuate their shape and expression. He had a slight break in the profile and a reasonable chin. He had an elegant neck. The body was lithe and muscular with very good legs and tail. The coat was soft and fine with well defined black ticking and markings on a rich apricot base giving a lovely warm golden brown impression. He had wonderful black heels extending to the hock. He is a young male but I gave him the BOB award over the females as he had so much confidence and "presence" and showed himself to great advantage.
USUAL SOMALI ADULT, FEMALE
I considered Watts' Champion Brizlincoat Deja Vu and Burns' Champion Supatoft Somantix Tygalily for the BOB award, but they were outshone in the morning by the young male. I noted in my book that the females were not "morning" cats!!! They really did blossom far more in the afternoon!!

1 CC HACK'S SUPATOFT SONYA, 63, F, 9.3.2010
An attractive young female who is still developing but who has great promise; she has a good head with gentle contours and a rounded muzzle but, in the morning, she tended to look pinched until she relaxed. Her large ears were well cupped and set well apart but not low. Her almond eyes were set obliquely and very expressive. She had a good profile and chin. Her body was elegant but muscular with long legs and a good brush to balance. She was a rich colour with well defined black ticking. She also had excellent black heels to the hocks. She had a lovely fine coat with a healthy gloss. She was rather tense and did not show herself to advantage but well deserved the certificate.
AC SILVER SOMALI ADULT, MALE
1 CC/WH BULLIVANT'S BARANCHRI KNOCK ONWOOD, 63BS, M, 21.4.2009

This male was just nine months and looked immature but also I had issues with his head type. His wedge appeared slightly long as the muzzle was fine and "foxy". His ears were large, well cupped but set tall increasing the impression of a rather narrow head. His eyes were deep set making them appear small. There was a bump on the profile and the chin sloped away. The body is fine and slightly rangy at present. He had long legs and the tail was of a balanced length. He had a very good coat quality; it was soft, fine and dense. It lay flat along the spine and fringed down the sides. He was well presented. The chocolate ticking was defined but he had spurs rather than heels. There was tarnish on his face and paws. I did not feel I could award the certificate in view of the head type and the degree of tarnish.
AC SILVER SOMALI ADULT, FEMALE
1 CC/WH MYLAN'S BARANCHRI KOKONUTICE, 63DS, F, 18.6.2010
Litter sister to the chocolate silver male; her wedge was medium with large ears well cupped and set well apart. Her eyes were of Oriental rather than almond shape which spoiled her expression. The profile was straight and the chin weak. She had a muscular body with good legs and tail. Her coat was fine and reasonably dense. It lay flat on the back. She had a clear silver base coat that was well ticked with lilac. There was very evident tarnishing on the face and paws. For me she lacked that gentle, smiling expression so important to a Somali and that, combined with the tarnish precluded my awarding the certificate.
2 BULLIVANT'S BARANCHRI IOLANTHE, 63AS, F, 20.4.2010

This female had a shorter wedge but her large ears were set too tall which spoiled the overall balance. She had Oriental shaped eyes that were quite deep set. Her profile was almost straight and her muzzle was narrow. She had a lithe, muscular body with good legs and tail. Her coat was well groomed but the texture was rather coarse on her back and it was thin rather than dense. She is a low grade silver and there was no silver base coat on her spine, instead it was a grey/sandy tone. There was significant tarnish to the face and paws. 

I was extremely concerned about the lack of Somali type and expression in these silver adults and found judging them depressing.
AV SLH VETERAN ADULT

1 GARDINOR'S IMPERIAL GRAND CHAMPION PANJANDRUM FUEGO, 13C5, M, 13.8.2000

What a pleasure it was to judge this handsome Birman who had so much personality and looked wonderful! He really has exceptional type and a soft, gentle expression in his wonderful blue eyes. He was presented to perfection and is a great credit to his owner.

AV SLH KITTEN UP TO 6 MONTHS
1 GALBAVY'S NAMRIB LEONARDO DA VINCI, 64 41D, M, 16.11.2010

A promising young kitten who felt solid and muscular; he has good type and was so alert and interested in his surroundings. His coat is developing well and he had a good pattern.

2 HARRIS'S MENTOBE MATILDA, 82 31T, F, 16.10.2010
A pretty young female who was looking good for her age; the head was short and broad with rounded contours and well set ears. She had low set cheekbones and a rounded line to the whisker pads and chin giving her a typical Siberian "look". Her eyes were large and expressive. She had good muscle and boning and her coat is developing well.
3 DAVIES' RAGSHAVEN WHATA KLASSYCAT, 66 31A, M, 29.9.2010

AC BIRMAN KITTEN

1 DAVIES' DEENLAY CARRISMOON AZURE, 13C2, M, 21.6.2010

Handsome kitten with lovely weight and substance; He was presented beautifully and had pleasing blue points and a glacial body. His gloves were a little ragged but the gauntlets were good. He had a very good head and a wonderful expression in his gorgeous blue eyes.

2 HORTON'S NAMRIB CUCKOO IN THE NEST, 13C3, F, 20.11.2010

A cute Birman baby with a real personality and beautifully presented. She had promise I felt. Good gloves and gauntlets.
3 JONES' MARIKEL PLATTYPUSS GILLY, 13C3, F, 11.7.2010

AV SLH RADIUS NEUTER

1 ROSE'S LANDSKER TARAN TEO, 67 31AT, MN, 4.1.2010

A handsome cat with lovely type and expression although I would prefer more chin. Other than that he was of good type and had a well presented coat.

2 REYNOLDS' MIDNIGHTSTAR SASSIE, 66, FN, 3.2.2010
This female was of good type and had a pleasing expression but sadly she did have a tail defect.
