THE WEST COUNTRY CAT CLUB SHOW – 14.1.2012 – MRS ANNE GREGORY
I spent a very enjoyable day in Weston-Super-Mare and thank Elaine, Lisa and John for the invitation and excellent hospitality. I was fortunate to have Karen Hancock as my steward, she handled the cats with confidence and care and I was very grateful for her expertise and excellent company.
AV SLH GRAND PREMIER NEUTER, MALE
1 IGP RABEY’S GRAND PREMIER COONTASTIC SWANSON, 64 43fsw, MN, 5.6.2010
A strong, handsome Maine Coon of excellent size, substance, boning and weight for his tender age. His head was of medium length with a strong, firm, square muzzle and excellent chin. His ears were large, set tall and well-tufted and furnished. They were wide at the base and tapered well to appear pointed at the tips. There was ample space between them. His cheeks were fairly full with high cheek bones which emphasised his excellent muzzle. He had a shallow concave curve to the profile and his nose was of uniform width. His eyes were large, full, round and very expressive with a slightly oblique setting. He had a strong neck and a long body with excellent muscle tone and he had breadth to the chest. He stood well with a straight back and substantial legs with large, round, tufted paws. The tail was an excellent length to balance and the fur was long and profuse; it flowed well. His coat was an excellent cream shaded with a mantle to the back and excellent silver roots. The coat texture was excellent with his undercoat covered by a really substantial glossy top coat that was not fluffy! He was prepared to perfection and showed himself well as he is confident and had an excellent temperament.
RES: MORRISON’S GRAND PREMIER EMANAN DAVEY JONES, 63, MN, 15.7.2005
A very handsome and smiling Usual Somali of excellent type and quality; his wedge was moderate with pleasing gentle curves to the contours and a generous muzzle. There was breadth to the skull with a slight rise from the bridge of the nose to the forehead. There was good width between his large ears which were set well apart but not low. They were broad at the base and well furnished. They were well pricked giving an alert expression. He had an excellent profile with a slight nose break and the chin had depth. His eyes were large, set well apart with an oblique setting and an excellent almond shape. They were a brilliant hazel tone and very expressive. His eye rims were black surrounded by paler spectacles that emphasised their size and set. The pencil markings were well defined. He had an elegant neck and a firm body of medium size with a level back. He was marginally plump which made his tail appear slightly short although it was a full brush. He had a beautiful coat that was soft and fine and although dense it lay smoothly along his spine and fringed well down the sides. It was glossy and a rich golden brown in appearance made up of the rich apricot that was well ticked with black. He had excellent black heels to the hocks. He had a wonderfully friendly temperament and was shown in sparkling condition. I debated between my two winners in a strong class of five males and gave the reserve to Davey Jones because I felt his tail could have been longer. He was later Best Semi Longhair so many congratulations to his owner and breeder.
AV SLH GRAND PREMIER NEUTER, FEMALE
1 IGP/WH LOXTON’S GRAND PREMIER INNUENDO LILY OF THE VALLEY, 13c6, FN, 30.3.2005
An attractive female of very good type and balanced overall; her head had breadth with rounded contours. She had full cheeks and a well-developed muzzle and a full chin with depth. In profile there was a slight dip and the nose was straight. She had medium sized ears that were spaced well apart. Her eyes were large, almost round and a beautiful colour. Her expression was sweet and gentle. Her body was long and a good size with strong muscle tone and substantial boning. Her legs were of medium length and strong and she had rounded paws. Her tail was bushy and balanced well with her body. She was a good seal tortie-point with both seal brown and shades of red well mingled on all points. Her body was a clear fawn. She had well shaped gloves and gauntlets that could have been more pristine. It was her coat that let her down on the day. It was a good length and silky in texture with a fairly full ruff. However, it was greasy and separated around her ears and on her stomach. An Imperial Certificate should be awarded to a cat of “exceptional” quality and her grooming did not place her in that category. She was in excellent condition otherwise and handled well.
AV FOREIGN GRAND CHAMPION, MALE
1 IGC EDGE’S GRAND CHAMPION CONSUELO STARGAZER AT TARJJIKA, 78 30s, M, 16.6.2010
A very handsome Mau with a superb personality who was thoroughly enjoying the show and showed himself to great advantage; his head formed a slightly rounded wedge with medium ears set well back on the head although they were cupped forward giving him an alert look. He had a very good profile and there was reasonable depth to the chin. His brow was level and the nose of uniform width which, with his gorgeous gooseberry green eyes that were set straight gave him the unique “worried look” despite his laid back attitude. He had a gently rounded muzzle. His body was marginally plump although he has lost weight since I last saw him. His legs were elegant and the paws almost round. The tail was of medium length and balanced well. He had an excellent coat that was of medium length, close lying and resilient in texture. It was glossy and a lovely clean silver with well separated black spots and markings. There was a smidge of tarnish on the nose. He is a quality Mau well worthy of this prestigious award and ran the winner close in the final line-up at Best in Show.
AV FOREIGN GRAND CHAMPION, FEMALE – A challenging class of six females … I could have awarded at least 3 Imperials!
1 IGC KAYE’S GRAND CHAMPION KREMLINKATZ KOHAN KRYSTAL, 16a, F, 18.8.2009
A beautiful Russian female of excellent type, style and elegance; her wedge was short with a flat plane between her large, pointed ears which were broad at the base and set vertically. She had prominent whisker pads which gave an excellent broad “finish” to the wedge. The forehead was straight and there was a good angle and a shallow concave curve to the nose. She had a reasonably strong chin. Her eyes were beautiful; they were almond shaped and set well apart. They were an excellent green and she had that typical gentle expression that is so important and it was very endearing. She was graceful but with good boning and lovely muscle tone. Her legs were long and her paws neat and oval in shape. Her tail balanced well and tapered to a rounded tip. She had a double coat that was dense and a beautiful blue with a silvery sheen. She had a superb temperament and was shown in sparkling condition. 
RES: MILLWARD’S GRAND CHAMPION YOKOTA LUCIE LOCKET, 74c, F, 3.2.2007
A very attractive and balanced Tonkinese of excellent type and quality; she had a medium wedge with the top gently rounded. Her ears were of medium size, set well apart, slightly taller than wide, broad at the base and oval at the tips. The outer line continued the lines of the wedge. Her muzzle was gently rounded and she had a definite whisker pinch. In profile there was a slight nose break and her chin was of moderate depth. Her eyes were large and expressive; they were almond shaped, set well apart with a slight slant towards the nose. The colour was a very attractive aquamarine. Her body was well-balanced, firm and muscular with a rounded chest and slender legs with oval paws. The tail tapered and balanced well. Her coat was of moderately short, fine, silky and close-lying. It was a beautiful lilac tone that really did express a subtle merging of tones. She was shown in excellent condition and had an excellent temperament too.
AC BIRMAN CHAMPION, FEMALE
1 GCC De SWARTE’S CHAMPION SIMISOLA SHIA GRACE, 13c11, F, 3.6.2008
An attractive female of good Birman type who was well-balanced; her head had breadth with rounded contours and full, rounded cheeks. Her ears were of medium size and spaced well apart. She had a medium nose with a slight dip in the profile. Her muzzle was well developed and the chin full with depth. She had large eyes that were almost round, an excellent blue and very expressive. She had a long body with excellent muscle tone and boning. She stood well on thick-set legs of medium length and had strong paws. The tail balanced well and was bushy. Her coat was silky and fine although more attention could have been paid to her belly fur. She had well defined seal tabby points and although there was some shading to the body, there was contrast. The gloves and gauntlets were well shaped. She was in excellent condition and had a good temperament.
2 (RES W/H) LLEWELLYN’S CHAMPION SIOLU MAITAI, 13C2, F, 22.5.2010
This female was small for her age with fine boning and was rather bad tempered and difficult to handle. Her head lacked breadth and more fullness to the cheeks. Her ears were of medium size and were spaced fairly well apart. She had large eyes, they were almost round and a very good blue. She had a bump on her profile and her chin was weak. Her body was reasonably well muscled but lacked strength. Her tail was bushy. Her coat was silky with dark blue points and excellent contrast to the glacial body. It was impossible to assess the shape or quality of her gloves and gauntlets as she was so tense and angry I felt it better to return her to the pen.
CHOCOLATE OR LILAC BIRMAN ADULT
1 CC + BOB QUENTIN’S SHAELITH JASMINE, 13C4, F, 1.5.2009
A very pretty Birman female who was a beautiful lilac with a soft pink tinge to her points and a clear, magnolia body. Her head had breadth with full cheeks and a well-developed muzzle. Her ears were of medium size and spaced well apart. She had a very good profile showing a slight dip and her chin was full and well-developed also. Her eyes were large, almost round and a beautiful blue with a soft, gentle expression that was very appealing. The body had length and was well-muscled and her boning had substance. She had medium legs with strong, rounded paws. The tail balanced well and was bushy. Her coat was a good length and silky in texture. She was very well prepared. Her condition was excellent and she had a lovely temperament.
AOC MAINE COON ADULT, MALE
1 CC BEARD’S HAMSHILL MILOMAINE NANUK, 64 14b, M, 3.3.2011
A young male who was very promising with strong boning, solid muscle and impressive for just ten months; his head was of medium length with large ears that were well furnished and tufted set tall. He had high cheek bones that gave definition to his firm, square muzzle and there was lovely depth to his chin. His eyes were large, round and very expressive in an oblique setting and it was good to see the depth of colours in his odd-eyes. He had a very good profile showing a slight concave curve and the nose was of uniform width. He stood well on strong legs showing promising boning and large, well tufted paws. His body was rectangular with very good muscle tone and showing depth to the chest. His tail was an excellent length and profuse. The coat had a good, glossy topcoat over his undercoat and he was presented to perfection as an immaculate white. He was in excellent condition and had a calm, confident temperament. I feel this young male has great potential.
NO AWARD – EVANS LYNXELOT OSMUND, 64 36f, M, 26.8.2009
This male had poor type. His ears were small and set wide, not tall. His head was of medium length but there were not the high cheek bones and the muzzle was rounded and lacking definition. His eyes were small, rather deep set and lacking the oblique setting that gives the typical expression to a Maine Coon. There was a shallow curve at the nasal bridge on his profile but the chin lacked depth. He had a long, rectangular body with good muscle toning and reasonable boning for his age. The tail could have been longer and was rather thin. His coat felt dry in texture but separating without the glossy topcoat asked for in the Standard. He lacked the presentation and grooming required for a show. He was entered as a cream smoke but the colour was a hot, intense tone with an almost metallic sheen apparent on the nose and forehead. There was no evidence of smoke either on the ear rims, at the base of the coat between the ears; the ear furnishings, on the ruff or on the stomach etc. The base of the coat was paler but the overall impression was of an unsound self rather than a smoke. He simply did not conform to the “silvery white undercoat” asked for in the Standard. Judging on phenotype he was not “smoke” and seemed wrongly registered for colour and pattern. He was in good condition apart from poor show presentation and had an excellent temperament.
AOC MAINE COON ADULT, FEMALE
BOB SAVILLE’S GRAND CHAMPION ISHCUS MELISA, 64 41ew, F, 1.3.2008
A beautiful, mature female of excellent type and quality; she was beautifully presented in sparkling condition and showed herself with confidence. She had “presence” and was a pleasure to judge. 
1 CC SAVILLE’S ISHCUS ANTARES, 64 41ew, F, 2.6.2010
A very pretty female with excellent type, balance and promise; her head was of medium length with high cheek bones and fairly full cheeks which gave lovely definition to her firm, square muzzle. Her nose was of uniform width and in profile had a shallow, concave curve at the bridge. She had a good chin. Her ears were large, wide at the base, well-furnished and tufted. They were set tall giving her an alert look. Her eyes were full and round with an oblique setting and were very expressive. Her rectangular body is developing well. She has a firm, muscular feel with good boning to the legs and an excellent tail to balance. She had a glossy topcoat over her undercoat and she was a really rich tortie tabby with immaculate white. She was shown in excellent condition and had a sweet temperament.
AC RAGAMUFFIN ADULT ASSESSMENT
1 MERIT + BOB SALLOWS CHEHAM COCO CHANEL, 60 27x, F, 1.4.2010
A large, mature female of excellent type with a delightful personality and presence; her head had breadth with rounded contours. Her ears were set well and medium in size with a slight forward tilt. She had a very good profile with a break and a good chin. Her eyes were large, walnut shaped and very expressive. She had rounded cheeks and muzzle and the prominent “puffy” whisker pads  which enhanced her sweet expression. Her body was rectangular with good muscle tone She had a broad chest and broad shoulders. Her legs were well boned with large, round paws. The tail balanced well and was well furnished. She had a well presented coat that was medium-long with a really soft, plush texture; there was a ruff around the face and she was a most attractive rich brown. She was shown in excellent condition and had a superb temperament.
2 MERIT PEACE’S BARIJKA AMAZING GRACE, 60 31f, F, 28.3.2011
A young female with promise; her head is developing well; it has breadth and rounded contours. She had good cheeks and muzzle. Her profile was pleasing but the chin could be firmer. Her ears were small, rounded at the tips and set well. Her eyes were a little round but expressive. She had a rectangular body and was a good weight for her size. She had good legs and round paws. The tail balanced well. She had a soft, dense coat with a plush feel to it and it was a pristine white with soft cream patches. She was shown in excellent condition and had an excellent temperament too.
3 MERIT FROST’S GALLDORA TASTE THE RAINBOW, 60 27wx, F, 17.11.2009
An attractive cat who was mature and balanced with a broad head of medium length and rounded contours. I felt her whisker pads could be more “puffy” to give a gentler expression. She had a good nose break and the chin had some depth. Her ears were set well; they were of medium size and tilted slightly forward. Her eyes were large, well-shaped and expressive. She had a rectangular body with good legs and round paws. The tail was in proportion and reasonably furnished. She had a semi-longhair coat which was soft but a little thin on the lower back. She had a pleasing ruff to frame the face. She was a rich brown with a white locket. She was shown in good condition and had a sweet temperament.
BRITISH BI-COLOUR KITTEN
1 + BOB LORTON-HOBBS MARDENKA MARTINIQUE, 31a, F, 14.7.2011
A very promising kitten of excellent type and expression; she had a very good head that was well rounded with full cheeks. Her ears were rounded at the tips and set well apart; they are a little prominent at present but no doubt she will grow into them. She had full, round eyes that were a promising colour. Her muzzle was full and she had a reasonable chin. Her body was cobby and compact with very good legs and tail. Her coat was short and an excellent texture with density. The white was immaculate and the blue dark with the patches neatly defined. She was in excellent condition and had a confident, relaxed temperament.
2 WALKER’S LELAURIER ICONFESS, 31c, F, 1.5.2011
An attractive kitten with potential who, at the moment, I felt was at that “in between” stage where she was not quite in balance and the head appeared slightly small in relation to the body. Her ears were set well apart but the top of the head was a little flat. She had large, expressive round eyes that were a good, clear orange tone. Her nose was short and straight and she had a reasonable chin. Her body was well muscled with good legs and tail. Her coat was a little flat on the spine but otherwise of good texture and reasonably short. The white was pristine and the lilac patches a beautiful tone. She was well presented and had a sweet temperament.
SELKIRK REX NEUTER – Two very handsome Selkirks up for the BOB award – stunning coats and a pleasure to judge!
BOB WALKER’S GRAND PREMIER AMAZOLOUR THE NEW SCHMOO, 79S 39d, MN, 13.4.2008
A handsome, mature boy of outstanding quality with the most beautiful Selkirk coat that was dense, soft and well-rexed – so relaxing to just bury your fingers in and massage! I love the colour although it carries no points …. So delicate to have the red tipping.
WINN’S PREMIER ORRIANA PHOOEY LOUIE, 79S 17, MN, 30.6.2010 - 	A very handsome and confident Selkirk with a great personality and super type; he did not quite have the width between the ears but he was competing with a much more mature boy. Do continue though as he has great potential and a pleasure to judge.
EGYPTIAN MAU ADULT
BOB EDGE’S GRAND CHAMPION CONSUELO STARGAZER AT TARJJIKA, 78 30s, M, 16.6.2010
SPHYNX NEUTER
1 PR/WH CLARKE’S MERRYPURR I’AVA ‘RINKLE, 84 21, FN, 16.5.2010
I really liked this female for her excellent type and wonderful personality. Her head was a moderate wedge with rounded contours and strength to the rounded muzzle. She had large ears that were wide open at the base and rounded at the tips. There was a flat plane in front of the ears and she had prominent cheekbones and a definite whisker break with prominent whisker pads. Her nose was straight and she had a slight stop at the bridge. Her chin was good. Her eyes were a lovely lemon shape, slanting slightly and very expressive. She had a long neck that was well muscled and lovely head carriage. Her body was of medium length and felt really hard and muscular. The chest was broad and rounded. She had strong legs that were in proportion with oval paws, thick paw pads and long, slender toes. She had a long, slender tail that gave overall balance. There was fine down on the body but sadly she had too much fur on the mask, up the legs and covering the tail. I gave her the first because of her excellent type and because she had down on the body but sadly could not award the PC. She was shown in superb condition and had a wonderful temperament. Sometimes it is very hard being a judge :o(
YES PRESENTATION – INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
EXCELLENT PRESENTATION – BETHAN HOLLANDT
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am very impressed with Bethan’s maturity, confidence and competence at the age of 13. She was able to give an extremely good critique of her tortie and white BSH kitten, explaining her best features as well as others that deserved criticism. She handled the kitten with care and confidence (as I have also seen her do with an entire British stud male she owns). She has a very good knowledge of the relevant Standard of Points regarding type, coat, colour and pattern. She is progressing well with detailed knowledge of the Cat Fancy, Show Rules and Showing with just some minor points to “brush up” upon for the Intermediate Level. I feel she has great potential and will be an asset when of an age to progress further – Congratulations Bethan.
